
Sudan says army killed 52 rebels 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudanese army said Tuesday its troops 
killed 52 rebels and. wounded 150 when they stormed two rebel 
camps in the southern Bahr A1 Ghazal region. A military 
communique said , two soldiers were slightly wounded in the 
assault on the camps east of the town of Gogrial Friday. The 
fighting was the first announced by the army since a peace accord 
was signed in Addis Ababa 13 days ago by rebels of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and a junior partner in Prime 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdfs coalition government. 
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Iran cool to Genscher plea 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranian leaders parried a plea from West German 
Foreign Minister Ha ns- Dietrich Genscher Tuesday for help m freeing 
Western hostages in Lebanon by calling for information on three Iranians 
missing there. And they told turn that no breakthrough on the hostage 
issue could be expected until relations with the United States improved, 
sources in Genscher’s delegation said. Genscher, the most senior Western 
politician to visit Iran since the August ceasefire in its war with Iraq, told 
reporters Iranian leaders said they were ready to press for freedom of 
Westerners believed held by pro-Iranians in Lebanon. “They indicated 
they were ready to talk on the hostage matter, but they didn't consider it a 
priority,” he said at the end of his two-day visit. Deputy Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Larijani said after meeting Genscher that Iran 
wanted information on three Iranians and their Lebanese driver whom be 
said were seized by pro-Western militiamen in Lebanon. The four have 
been missing since July 1982. The Lebanese Forces militia said at the lime 
it released the four men after detaining them for identity checks. 
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[ AROUND THE WORLD... 

Bhutto meets Soviet envoy to Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Benazir Bhutto, appearing increasingly like!; to 
become Pakistan’s next prime minister, had hmch with Soviet 
Am b as sa d or Victor Yakunin Tuesday at his embassy. An embassy 
statement said they discussed “international and bilateral issues” bat 
did not elaborate. Details of the talks were not immediately available 
\ from Bhutto's Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) which has made dear its 
support for guerrillas fi ghting the Soviet-backed Afghan government. 
Pakistan’s acting President Ghulam Ishaq Khan is to name the new 
prime minister Thursday. 

‘5,000 executed in Iran since August’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s main opposition group said Tuesday that 
Iranian authorities exeented more than 5,000 political prisoners In the 
last four months in a crackdown on dissidents. The Baghdad-based 
Mojabedeen-e-Khalq, bra telex received in Nicosia, said it had sent 
the names and details of 208 poUtical prisoners exeented in Iran from 
August to November to the United Nations. Mqjahedeen leader 
Masood Rajavi telexed the names to U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cnellar and General Assembly President Dante Capnto, the 
foreign minister of Argentina, the group added. 

Iranian militia practices tactics 

NICOSIA (R) — More than 600,000 militiamen set up road Mocks, 
searched cars and staged mock attacks on buildings in anti-guerrilla 
exercises in dozens of Iranian cities Tuesday, Tehran Radio reported. 
It said the exercise was rimed at improving the ability “to confront 
possible plots by enemies of the revolution.” The radio said 25,000 
militiame n took part in a buiding demolition exercise in one Tehran 
Square whRe defence {gainst prison gas attacks was demonstrated in 
another square. 

Tamir denies visit unauthorised 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The foreign ministry director general Tuesday 
denied charges by ministry officials that he embarked mi Ms current 
visit to the Soviet Union with prior authorisation. “I have not yet 
made a trip that needed permission without first receiving permis- 
sion,” Avraham Tamir told Israel Radio in a telephone interview from 
Moscow. Tamir is the highest-ranking Israeli to visit the Soviet Union 
since Moscow cat ties with Israel after the 1967 war. He met with 
members of an Israefi consular delegation in Moscow. Ministry 
officials said Monday that Tamir had not coordinated the trip with 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, and that the visit could cause Israel 
embarrassment with the Soviets. 

Sr! Lanka gunmen shoot dead 15 

COLOMBO tRT^^GtijfrrSte bavfS&ftdttB 15pebjptoSrfU£k* 
in the past 24 hoars, the military said Tuesday. A military report said 
the victims, gimned down in incidents acroas the Indian Ocean island, 
were mostly civilians known to be supporters of the government. The 
government has. accused the People’s Liberation Front, whose 
members are mainly from Sri. Lanka’s Sinhalese majority, of 
mounting violent protests to topple President Junius Jayewardene’s 
government. Security forces arrested more than 400 suspected front 
rebels in house-to-house searches in the suburbs of the capital 
Colombo at tire weekend. 

Lagos bans debate on Sharia 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s military government has called a halt to 
constant rowing in the co ns ti tuent assembly overtire status of Sharia, 
Islamic law, in the 21-state federation. Chief of General Staff 
Augustus Afthomu told the assembly Monday ft should cancel debate 
On the sections of the draft constitution dealing with the federal 
judiciary including toe role of Sharia courts. 

Estonian minister backs Gorbachev 

HELSINKI (R) — The foreign minister of Soviet Estonia, whose 
parliament has voted itself tire right to veto Soviet laws within its 
territory, declared Ms support Tuesday for Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Ms reforms. As the federal Soviet parliament met to 
Moscow to approve sweeping constitutional changes (see page 8), 
Foreign Minister Arnold Green sak^his republic's action had been to 
support of Gorbachev's “perestr oik a” reform programme. Green 
made Ms remarks to reporters who questioned Mm at a meeting of 
participants in a forthcoming children’s welfare conference. 

26 killed in attack on Burmese train 

BANGKOK (R) — GoerriUas attacked a Burmese train southeast of 
Rangoon Tuesday, fcffltog 26 people and injuring 20, Rangoon Radio 
reported. The radio, monitored La Bangkok, said members of the Mou 
ethnic minority blew up the line beneath a passenger train between Ye 
and Mouhneto near the town of Maukptfin, then opened fire wtth 
small arms at tire carnages. The Mon are one of mere than a dozen 
ethnic groups, many of them along tire borders, fighting the Rangoon 
government for more autonomy. The attack took place in an area 
where Karen gnerriSas have also operated. 

Dali in intensive care unit 

BARCELONA, Spain (R) — Spanish artist Salvador Dab, 84, was to 
the intensive care unit of a Barcelona hospital with severe heart and 
breathing trouble Tuesday but visitors said he seemed slightly better. 
“He wants to live, and this is an encouragement to doctors,” 
government spokeswoman Rosa Coude told reporters after caffity on 
the surrealist painter at the city’s Qairon Clink. She said he had asked 
a television set to watch reports about bis health. Dali, aeon temporary 
of Pablo Picasso and the most controversial of Spain’s great 
20th-century printers, was taken from hospital in 'Ms hometown of 
Figntras to Barcelona Monday night after suffering a blood dot to Ms 
hmg. One doctor said his life was “in the hands of God.” 

Mitchell elected Democratic leader 

WASHINGTON CAP) — Senate democrats elected George MitdreB of 
Maine Tuesday as their leader and the man who will gride the 
Democr a tic majority through its coming skirmishes with George 
Bush’s White House, , sources said. A New England Mrerri IBte 
defeated Democratic presidential candidate Michael Dukakis, hfitch- 
efl’s foreign policy and international trade record has adhered to 
mainstream Democrrik Party lines in opposing several key initiatives 
of President Ronrid .Reigm. Senate republicans meanwhile reelected 
Brit Drie as their leader Tuesday. 

Chad raises new anti-Libyan charges 

N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad said Libyan MiG fighters violated its 
northern airspace Tuesday, a dap after Chad announced it had shot 
down a Libyan military plane in the same area. Chad, which has been 
observing a ooe-year-rid ceasefire writ Libya over their disputed 
border, reported fire alleged fresh vio l ations on the mid-day radio 
news, less, than 24- hones after a government communique said a 
Libyan plane bad been shot down and Itstwo pitots captured. Earlier 
Tuesday Libya saftCbadfsai three* had opened fire on a dvfl Libyan 
aircraft whose pilots had: got fasten a training ffigbt and forced it to 


PNC decisions qualitative 
step for peace. King tells U.N. 


NEW YORK (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said Tuesday that Jordan views the Palesti- 
nian people’s acceptance of United Nations Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 242 as a big qualitative step 
towards peace in the Middle East. 

“Such acceptance constitutes a step in the right 
direction to put peace efforts in the right 
framework to establish just comprehensive and 
durable peace in the region,” the King said in a 
message to the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People on 
file eve of the International Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People. 

King Hussein said the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). through the resolutions 
adopted by the Palestinian National Council 
(PNC) in Algiers earlier this month, had done 
what it was asked to do and contribute to pushing 
peace efforts forward. “Therefore it is incumbent 
on the international community to press bard for 
convening an international peace conference on 
the Middle East,” the King said in the address. 

“The Jordanian decision to disengage adminis- 
trative and legal relations with the West Bank 
does not mean in any way that Jordan relinquishes 
its pan-Arab duty toward the Palestinian cause, 
nor does it mean that Jordan has abandoned its 
basic role in the Arab-Israeli conflict,” the King 
said. 

“The decision was designed to be a qualitative 
contribution to the Palestinian people’s struggle at 


this crucial stage,” the King said. “Jordan will 
continue its support for the Palestinian people 
until the Palestinian struggle achieves its objec- 
tives and the Palestinian people exercise their 
inalienable rights on their national soil. 

“The declaration of the 29th November as the 
International Day for Solidarity with the Palesti- 
nian People is an outstanding evidence of the 
justice of the Palestinian cause and an evidence of 
tbe increasing international conviction that the 
basis for peace in the Middle East lies in achieving 
justice for the Palestinian people.” 

King Hussein voiced hope that such an occasion 
would serve as an opportunity for gaining interna- 
tional commitment for intensified efforts to apply 
justice, freedom and equality to the Palestinian 
■people. 

“At a time when the international conscience 
began realising the eventuality of applying the 
values of right, justice and equality and the need 
for establishing peace all over the world, we 
sincerely hope that such concern stretches to 
cover the Palestinian people, whose cause has 
always been the crux of the conflict in the Middle 
East,” the King said. 

“Jordan's commitment towards the Palestine 
question, since its creation, is a principled com- 
' nritment dictated by our national and pan-Arab 
duties. Our interaction with the Palestinian ques- 
tion and the direct bearings of this cause are tbe 
(Continued on page 2) 


U.N. to call on U.S. to 
reverse Arafat visa denial 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) Clovis Maksond, the Arab 

— Arab states agreed to intro- League’s U.N. ambassador, said a i_ _ _ _ _ 
duce a resolution Tuesday that that if the State Department /AlolOo SOO 
urges the U.S. State Department doesn’t reverse its decision, the 

to grant Palestine Liberation General Assembly would move i— ^ -4 0 -4 

Organisation (PLO) Chairman briefly to Europe to bear him. I J PQ | v ^— [ \ 

Yasser Arafat a visa, allowing “If other options are ex- 
him to address tbe General hausted, then in 24, 36 or 48 . 

Assembly in New York, a PLO hours at tbe latest, if there is ho QPQQinD 
diplomat 'tend: - ' 4 reversal, we will have nofl^tioiT ' • 

. - M.' Nasser Al Kidwa, ' the but to go to a coon try which 

second-ranking diplomat in the respects its obligations to the Un- j fionp\/C 

PLO’s U.N. observer mission, hed Nations, Geneva or Vien- 1 1 1 VJ Cl ICVC 
said die resolution was to be na,” Maksoud said Monday. 

introduced before a U.N. com- The State Department barred UNITED NATIONS (3 

mittee, and may go the full Arafat on the grounds that the Arab s^tes have asked 


second-ranking diplomat in the 
PLO’s U.N. observer mission, 
said die resolution was to be 
introduced before a U.N. com- 
mittee, and may go the full 
General Assembly later Tuesday 
or Wednesday. 


Arabs seek 
Dec. 13-15 


in Geneva 


(Contfaned on page 2) 


Strike marks 
partition plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded at least 20 Palesti- 
nians Tuesday during a general 
strike in protest against the 1947 
U.N. resolution that partitioned 
Palestine into Jewish and Arab 
states, hospital officials said. 

Most of the 1.7 million resi- 
dents of the occupied territories 
observed the general strike. 

In the Gaza Strip, the army 
placed more than half tbe 650,000 
Palestinian residents under 
curfew. 

Jewish settlers accused the 
army of failing to “protect” them 
from stone-throwing and began 


patrolling West Bank roads in 
cars flying Israeli flags. They 
planned to distribute “warning" 
leaflets in Arab areas. 

Hospital officials said a 14- 
year-old Palestinian boy was 
seriously wounded in the chest 
during dashes with troops in 
Gaza City. Two other protesters 
were wounded in Jabalya village. 

Officials at Al Ittihad hospital 
in Nablus said they admitted 
eight Palestinians with wounds. 

An eight-year-old Palestinian 
.boy was wounded by a plastic 
bullet in the shoulder in Farah 
camp near Hebron, military 
sources and hospital officials said. 


Rabin urges Labour 
to Join Likud coalition 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Tuesday urged his Labour Party 
to consider joining a coalition 
government led by the rival 
Likud bloc, in order to withstand 
demands for religions legislation 
that have angered Jews abroad. 

Meanwhile, the ultra-orthodox 
Sbas Party, which made its part- 
nership in a Likud government 
contingent on passage of the con- 
troversial religious bill, 
threatened to withdraw its sup- 
port from Likud, a Sbas spokes- 
man said. 

Likud leader Prime Minister 
.Yitzhak S hamir wOI not be able 
to form a government without 
Sbas' support. 

Shamir offered Labour two 
senior cabinet ministries if the 
left-leaning party joins a broad 
based government. 

Labour leaders are meeting 
Wednesday to consider the offer, 
and some party officials predicted 
a showdown between Labourites 
w illing to compromise and those 
who want to at in parliament as' 
an opposition party. 

‘The public is worried about 
the country and not about settling 
small scores,” Rabin said on 
army radio Tuesday. “Tbe reality 
we are facing require the party to 
seriously examine the possibilities 
of establishing a broad-based 
government” 


Likud has offered Labour tbe 
defence ministry, meaning Rabin 
would be able to keep his job if 
Labour joins the government. 

.“In the first stage after the 
elections, the two large parties 
pursued die religious parties in an 
exaggerated way, and I was a 
partner to that,” Rabin said, re- 
ferring to tbe parties’ offers to 
pass religious legislation. 

“It is dear to ns now that this 
included promises to change 
things that could create a rift 
between Israel and the Jewish 
’nation'... it seems to me if there 
is a possibility to prevent this, it 
will be by establishing a joint 
government,” Rabin said. 

Likud won 40 parliamentary 
seats to Labour’s 39 in Nov. 1 
elections for the 120-member 
Knesset. It was chosen to fonn 
the government because of its 
alliances with small right-wing 
and ultra-orthodox religious par- 
ties. 

But the religious parties’ 
squabbles over cabinet posts and 
tbeir demand for controversial 
legislation have entangled 
Likud's effort. 

The religious parties want a law 
wind: would accept only conver- 
sions to Judaiam performed by 
orthodox rabbis, angering 
Ame rican Jews who mostily be- 
long to the reform or conserva- 
tive movements. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Arab states have asked for a 
deferment of the General 
Assembly’s Palestine debate, 
set to begin here Thursday, 
and it wfll probably take place 
to Geneva from Dec. 13 to 15, a 
U.N. source said Tuesday. 

The request, not yet made 
public, follows the reAisal of 
tire United States to grant a 
visa to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to come to New 
York to address the assembly. 

A separate assembly debate 
on the situation to the Middle 
East wfll be held to New York 
as originally scheduled, begin- 
ning next Monday, the senior 
U.N. secretariat source said. 

General Assembly President 
Dante Capnto, the foreign 
minister of Argentina, told tbe 
forum Tuesday that be had 
received a request from Arab 
stated to postpwre tbe Palestine 
debate, scheduled to begin 
Thursday. 

Since there were no objec- 
tions, he said, the request was 
granted. Capnto previously 
announced the General Assem- 
bly would move swiftly to pro- 
vide Arafat an alternative 
forum because of tbe U.S. ac- 
tion. 

It would be the first time the 
General Assembly has moved 
outside of New York in protest 
to conduct a regular debate. 

Arafat was granted a visa to 
1984 to address the General 
Assembly. Modi of the critic- 
ism levelled at tbe United 
States for its decision Saturday 
cited the position taken by the 
Palestine National Council at a 
meeting earlier this month in 
Algeria. 


King, N. Yemeni 

leader review 
Arab coordination 

SANAA (Agencies) — His Majes- Saleh on the latest developments 
ty Kin g Hussein arrived here in the Middle East and the Arab 
Tuesday for talks with North and international scenes and 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Arab coordination. 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said tbe King’s talks with 
Saleh were expected to cover 
means to coordinate Arab stands 
in the face of challenges facing 
the Arab Nation and that the 
King’s visit to North Yemen came 
within the framework of his con- 
sultations with Arab leaders. 

It was expected that the recent 
decisions adopted by tbe Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) and 
ongoing efforts to strengthen sup- 
port for tbe Palestinian cause 
would figure high in the Sanaa 
talks. 

The King arrived here earlier 
in the day on a two-state visit 
which will take him to Egypt from 
North Yemen. 

Tbe King, who is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and 
Royal Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem, was received upon arrival 
here by tbe North Yemeni presi- 
dent, Shura Council President 
Abdul Karim Abdullah Al Arshi, 
Prime Minister Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani, Deputy Prime 
Minis ter and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Iriani, Minister 
of Development Mohammad 
Sa’id Al Attar and other senior 
officials as well as beads of Arab 
diplomatic missions in Sanaa and 
the Jordanian ambassador to 
North Yemen. 

Upon his departure from Am- 
man, the King was seen off by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, who was earlier sworn in 
as Regent, His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Hussein and 
other senior officials as well as 
tbe Egyptian ambassador to Jor- 
dan and the North Yemeni 
charge d’affaires. 

One of the major issues ex- 
pected to be tackled in the King’s 
talks with President Saleh in 
Sanaa and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo is Arab 
coordination following the U.S. 
refusal to grant an entry visa to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
to address the special U.N. 
Genera] Assembly session on 
Palestine in New York. 

Jordan and Egypt are 
spearheading an effort to shift the 
session on Palestine from New 


York to Geneva in wake of the 
American decision so that Arafat 
can address the world body and 


present the Palestinian position - 
and peace strategy to the interna- 
tional community. 
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His Majesty King Hussein is received by North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in Sanaa, North Yemen, upon arrival there on a 
working visit (Petra wirephoto) 

Klibi ends two-day visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
League Secretary General Chadli 
Klibi left Amman Tuesday fol- 
lowing a two-day visit during 
which he briefed His Majesty 
King Hussein on his recent con- 
tacts over convening an Arab 
foreign ministers meeting to dis- 
cuss the situation in Lebanon. 

Klibi and the King discussed 
efforts to move the U.N. General 


Assembly session on Palestine to 
Geneva from New York to en- 
able Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat to address the internation- 
al community and present the 
Palestinian position. 

Upon his departure, Klibi was 
seen off by Foreign Minister Tah- 
er Al Masri. 



Foreign Minister Taber Al Masri (left) confers with Arab League 
Secretory -General Chadli Klibi at Amman airport Wednesday prior 
to fQibi’s departure after a two-day visit (Petra photo) 


Iraq-Egypt ties seen boosted 


CAIRO (R) — A nine-boor visit to Egypt by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, his first foreign trip 
since fighting ended in the Gulf war, underscored 
a dose affiance between tbe two states. 

“This meeting reminds us of our responsibili- 
ties to the Arab Nation as well as oar responsibili- 
ties to our countries,” Hussein told reporters 
before leaving Cairo Monday night. 

The Iraqi leader, who studied in Cairo daring 
the 1960s, earlier took a journey through the city 
with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Tbe trip appeared designed to highlight a 
relationship between the two leaders. 

Mubarak and Hussein raced through Cairo to 
tbe middle of a motorcade of black Dmoustoes, 
stowing for a look over tbe Nile River and 
stopping briefly to tire Giza Pyramids. 

They later took tire presidential box at Cairo’s 
New Opera House to see part of a ballet per- 
formed by a visiting Soviet troupe. 

Hussein told reporters be hoped Mubarak 
would participate in tire next summit of the Arab 


League, from which Egypt is suspended. 

In private talks, Mubarak and Hussein discus- 
sed Gulf peace negotiations and the U.S. refusal to 
give Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yvsser Arafat a visa to address the 
United Nations to New York. 

Both leaders urged Washington to reconsider. 

“This decision implies a great offence, not only 
to Arafat, but to all Arabs and the whole world,” 
Hussein said. 

Mubarak said he bad sent a message to Presi- 
dent Reagan and Secretary of state George Shultz 
asking them to change tbeir position on the visa. 

On efforts for peace with Iran Hussein said: 
“The Iranians are still dragging their feet to 
making decisions on important issues. It is natural 
that they drag tbeir feet also to taking a firm and 
final decision regarding (the exchange of) war 
prisoners.” 

He apparently referred to Sunday’s announce- 
ment by Iran that it was suspending an exchange 
of rick and disabled prisoners with Iraq. 


FLN renounces monopoly, backs Benjedid 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s rul- 
ing party has renounced the 
monopoly of power it has en- 
joyed for the last quarter of a 
century and endorsed Chadli 
Benjedid for a third five-year 
mandate as president. 

A two-day congress of the 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
Monday approved political re- 
forms which preserve the one- 


came a foregone conclusion. 

In his acceptance speech he 
said his nomination meant sup- 
port for the changes, which he 
proposed in October after a week 
of riots in protest against econo- 
mic austerity. 

Under the reforms, the party 
will a gain become an umbrella 
group for different political 
trends, as it was during the fight 


party system but open the FLN to against French colonial rule from 


different opinions and allow inde- 
pendent candidates to challenge 
it in elections. 

Benjedid had staked his politic- 
al future on pushing the reform 
through against party hardtiners. 
Once he had done this, his 
nomination as sole candidate in 
presidential elections Dec 22 be- 


1954 until independence in 1962. 

Critics say the FLN later de- 
veloped into a monolithic and 
self-perpetuating elite impervious 
to change and insensitive to the 
views of outsiders. 

The criticism has been particu- 
larly severe in the months since 
the riots, with independent 


groups springing up to demand a 
role in Algerian politics. 

The congress did not spell out 
in detail who would be able to 
join the new-look FLN. But Ben- 
jedid told the closing session: 
“We welcome any sincere patrio- 
tic element who is committed 
to.... the choices of the Algerian 
people." 

“I need your help because the 
mission is difficult, the task is 
long and the problems are great,” 
the president told the 5,078 dele- 
gates to the congress in his closing 
speech. 

“Hie renewal of your confi- 
dence is a support for the political 
reform proposals, of which a part 
already have been applied and 
others are going to be. 1 promise 


to do my best to implement your 
political programme.” 

He did not say what the re- 
forms would be. 

However, a multiparty system 
Benjedid hinted at in his speech 
opening the congress has beer, 
delayed. Benjedid said that 
although such a move was possi- 
ble in the future, for now it would 
only endanger national unity. 

Algerians, beset by high prices, 
high unemployment and shor- 
tages of housing, have high ex- 
pectations for the new adminis- 
tration. 

The onset of the economic cri- 
sis was brought about in large 
part by Algeria’s external debt, 
the president said Sunday. 
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Afghan rebels announce 
talks with Moscow 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan rebels said Tuesday 
they were due to meet a senior Soviet delegation for 
their first substantive talks in the 10-year-old guer- 
rilla war. 


No confirmation was im- 
mediately available from the 
Soviet side. Diplomatic sources 
said the meeting had been under 
discussion for several days and 
was likely to take place in Saadi 
Arabia in the first few days of 
December. 

One of the sources cautioned 
that the Kremlin had not commit- 
ted itself to attend. 

“It’s not actually set in con- 
crete,” be said. 

Another source said the seven- 
party rebel alliance was still di- 
vided on the issue. “It has de- 
veloped very rapidly, it's a very 
fluid set-up.” 

According to spokesmen from 
three rebel parties, current 
alliance chief Burhanuddin Rab- 
h ani will head the rebel side and 
senior Kremlin aide Yuli Voront- 
sov the Soviet team. 

“It means the Soviets are will- 
ing to negotiate, it means recog- 
nition of the Mujahideen,” 
Hami d Kaizai of the Jabha-I- 
Nijat-Milli party said. 

The Kremlin has previously re- 
fused to talk to the Western- 
backed rebels and the guerrillas 
have rejected any idea of nego- 


tiating with the Soviet-backed 
Afghan government. 

Time for a negotiated settle- 
ment is fast running out. Moscow 
is due to complete its troop with- 
drawal from Afghanistan in just 
. over 10 weeks under last April's 
Geneva accords. 

The anti-communist rebels are 
confident they can soon crush 
President Najibullah’s govern- 
ment once the Soviets are gone. 

But many Afghan-watchers 
fear a “military -solution” would 
result in a massacre and virtual 
anarchy, leaving Afghanistan di- 
vided between quarrelling war- 
lords. 

The diplomatic sources said 
there had been pressure ou all 
sides to push for a peace settle- 
ment in recent days. 

They said the rebels had vir- 
tually suspended rocket attacks 
on Afjghan cities in the past 10 
days because of pressure from 
their Western and Pakistani sup- 
porters. 

No cross-broder bombing raids 
on Pakistan were reported re- 
cently either. Kabul has denied 
Pakistani charges of frequent 
bombing raids in the past four 
months. 


The rebel spokesmen said two 
of the seven parties, led by 
Younis Khalis and Abdunasul 
Sayyaf, were opposed to the 
talks. But the other five had 
overruled them at a meeting in 
the north-west Pakistan town of 
Peshawar Monday. 

The team would consist of 
Rabbani, Jabba chief Sighalullah 
Mojadidi, and Abdul Qadir 
Keryab, a leading member of 
Guibuddin Hekmatyar’s Hezb- 
I-Islami Party. 

The spokesmen said initially 
the team would leave Tuesday 
night or Wednesday for Jeddah. 
But they said later the departure 
was likely to be delayed and the 
talks perhaps held in Riyadh, not 
Jeddah. 

One diplomatic source said the 
premature announcement of the 
ta l ks could embarrass the Soviet 
Union and prompt them to post- 
pone or even cancel the meeting. 

“It could do a lot of damage, 
ir's another example of ‘foot-in- 
mouth disease*,” the source said. 
“I wish I could say it was all 
signed and sealed." 

The first direct rebel-Soviet 
contacts in P akistan came last 
Sunday when low-level delega- 
tions met in Islamabad. 

The Soviet side said they came 
to discuss the release of Soviet 
soldiers held captive by the re- 
bels, but the guerrillas said they 
also raised other matters. 



PNC contributed to peace efforts — King 


(Continued from page 1) 

natural outcome of our distinguished relations 
with Palestine and the Palestinians. This relation 
is based on the historic unity, geography, the 
intermingling of the population, cultural interac- 
tion and economic integration in addition to a 
common destiny.” 

The King said: 

“We in Jordan have never hesitated to shoulder 
our great historic responsibilities arising from that 
commitment and that relation. The Palestine 
question has remained the major concern of my 
family, which has made great sacrifices for it since 
the beginning of this century, and it is my major 
preoccupation.” 

The King said, the Palestine question repre- 
sents “a trust for us and therefore we strife to 
keep it by the power of right and to carry the 
message of right and justice to the whole world.” 

“Jordan's preoccupation with the Palestine 
cause and its interaction with it dates back to the 
creation of the Palestine question,” the King said. 
“Since then Jordan has always been making every 
possible effort and mobilising its resources in 
service of this cause.” 

Jordan responded in April 1950 to the Palesti- 
nian people's request for unity with Jordan, and 
“such a unity was a model for the constitutional 
unity which was achieved voluntarily...” 

“It called for adherence to the historic rights of 
the Palestinian people and for safeguarding these 
rights in any final settlement which is in harmony 
with international legitimacy. 

“Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip in 1967, we adhered to a firm 
policy of supporting the steadfastness of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied territories as 
much as the circumstances allow us and we have 
been working hard to reach at a just and compre- 
hensive settlement based on international legi- 
timacy as embodied in the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolutions, particularly 242 and 338. 

“Jordan has always been keen to take into 
consideration the Palestinian aspirations in all its 
efforts to find a just and comprehensive settle- 
ment and has directed all its potentials and 
resources towards serving the Palestinian interest. 

“We have also been keen on supporting the 
-PLO, the sole and legitimate representative of the 
■^Palestinian people, and coordinating with it. to 
facilitate its participation in any political move as 
a- major party to any final settlement of the 
Palestine question. 

...To realise the PLO wish and in line with the 
Arab trend to highlight the Palestinian identity, 
we took our decision to sever administrative and 
legal relations with the West Bank. It is also for 
this reason that we blessed the Palestinian upris- 
ing that came as a spontaneous reaction to the 
continued Israeli occupation.” 

King Hussein said Jordan, as a major party to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and a full partner to the 
peace process, “will pursue its efforts to convene 
an international peace conference for which we 
canvassed international support and consensus." 

The King added that such a conference “is the 
right forum for achieving just, comprehensive and 
durable peace in the region and for solving the 
Palestine question from all its aspects.” 


U.N. to urge U.S. to reverse visa denial 


(Continued from page 1) 

PLO commits acts of “terrorism” 
that be “knows of. condones and 
lends support to.” 

In Washington, the State De- 
partment said the U.S. decision 
to deny the visa was “firm and 
final.” 

U.N. legal counsel Carl-Au- 
gust Fleischhauer said the United 


States was violating the 1947 
headquarters agreement, which 
obligates the host country to 
grant visas to U.N. guests. He 
said Arafat should receive a visa 
(see page 2). 

Arab diplomats called the U.S. 
decision to deny Arafat a visa a 
“slap in the face.” Allies and 
rivals of the United States also 
called for a reversal of its deci- 


sion, saying the denial harmed 
the prospects for Middle East 
peace. 

Only Israel supported the ac- 
tion. 

If the State Department does 
not grant the visa, the General 
Assembly could take up a second 
resolution Thursday or Friday 
calling for a special session to 
convene in Geneva 



James P. Grant 


UNICEF 
launches 
Iran, Iraq 
programme 


PARIS (AP) — The United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
has launched a $10 million cam- 
paign to restore health services 
for mothers and children in war- 
ravaged areas of Iran and Iraq, 
Executive Director James P. 
Grant said Tuesday. 

He said a major effort would 
be made to extend highly success- 
ful programmes that each country 
has to reduce infan t mortality to 
an estimated two million people 
in these areas. 

“This is the first action of 
rebuilding the war-torn areas in 
which both countries are implicit- 
ly involved,* 1 Grant said. “The 
feet that children are concerned is 
a prelude for working together 
mother areas.'* 

Grant spoke at a news confer- 
ence after arriving from a six-day 
trip to Iran and Iraq during which 
he met health ministers and other 
government officials. 

He said he flew Saturday on 
the first direct flight between 
Tehran and Baghdad in eight 
years aboard a U.N. aircraft, 
which he called “another en- 
couraging sign” that stability was 
returning. 

The UNICEF campaign 
follows a ceasefire in the war 
negotiated by U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
who has brought the foreign 
ministers of Iran and Iraq 
together several times for nego- 
tiations aimed at a peace settle- 
ment. 

Grant said the first emergency 
medical supplies — equipment 
for midwives, refrigerators for 
vaednes and stethoscopes — bad 
begun arriving in the five pro- 
vinces in Iran and seven in Iraq 
that the campaign will cover. 

He said he would begin seeking 
funds to support the effort from 
governments and humanitarian 
associations. He said Sweden and 
Italy already had contributed. 
The $1 million to get the prog- 
ramme started came from UN- 
ICEF emergency funds. 

Speaking about the two coun- 
tries' infant mortality program- 
mes, Grant said Iran had cut its 
rate by half since 1980, which 
means that 100,000 children who 
would have died had conditions 
remained unchanged did not. He 
said similar efforts in Iraq had 
saved 30,000 children. 

He said this had “never been 
accomplished in the Western in- 
dustrialised democracies. They 
are reducing infant deaths fester 
than anywhere in the West,” 
through a vigorous effort to apply 
new health technologies involving 
parents, teachers and health offi- 
cials. 


Bethlehem cancels 
Christmas festivities 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — The joyous 
celebrations that mark Christmas 
in Jesus' birthplace have been 
cancelled by offi cia l s of this town 
to express solidarity with the 
year-long uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

“We don’t see any reason to 
celebrate Christmas. We have to 
show concern for our dead and 
for our detainees,” Deputy 
Mayor Hanna Nissan told the AP 
Monday. 

He raid the dry called off all 
official celebrations, such as the 
Christmas Eve reception for 
Israeli and Palestinian dignitaries 
and the annual boy scout parade. 
Manger Square, usually deco- 
rated with streamers of bright 
coloured lights, will remain dark, 
and the square's 40-foot Christ- 
mas tree will stay bare, he said. 

Church officials said mass 
would be celebrated in the 
Church of the Nativity as usual, 
but no decision had been made 


on whether the Latin patriarch 
would lead a religious procession 
in Manger Square. 

Even before the city’s decision, 
the uprising had left its marie on 
the town of 50,000, located seven 
kilometres south of Jerusalem. 

During a visit Monday, 
were shuttered and 'streets 
serted as residents observed a 
general strike called by the 
underground leadership of the 
uprising. 

Machine-gun toting Israeli sol- 
diers patrolled the main highway 
into town and guarded Manger 
Square from two rooftop lookout 
posts. Five soldiers were camped 
out in the square. 

About half a dozen tourist 
buses were parked is the square 
adjacent to the Church of the 
Nativity, sharply down from pre- 
uprising levels when as many as 
50 buses squeezed into the square 
at any time. Tourists were quickly 
ushered through the church and 
then harried back to their buses. 


U.N. counsel rejects U.S. 
law cited in Arafat row 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The law that the U.S. State De- 
partment is citing to deny Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
an entry visa specifically allows 
visits to U.N. headquarters by 
foreign guests, according to the 
U.N.’s top lawyer. 

The State Department has bar- 
red Arafat on the grounds that 
the PLO commits acts of “terror- 
ism” that Arafat “knows of, con- 
dones and lends support to.” 

Carl-August Fleischhauer, the 
U.N.'s legal counsel, told the 
Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country that die State De- 
partment was baring its case on a 
U.S. law that Congress incorpo- 
rated into the 1947 U.N. head- 
quarters agreement when it 
accepted the treaty. The U.N. 
does not recognise the American 
law. 

The law preserves America's 
right to “safeguard its own secur- 
ity and completely to control the 
entrance of aliens into any terri- 
tory of the United States other 
than the headquarters district and' 
its immediate vicinity... and such 
areas as it is reasonably necessary 


to traverse in transit between the 
same and foreign countries.” 

He also' told the committee that 
in the 1950s, Secretary-General 
Dag Hammazskjold engaged in 
negotiations with America over 
the headquarters agreement, in 
which the United Nations agreed 
sixes should be expelled, but that 
the right of U.N. visitors to come 
and go had not been abridged.' 

Patricia M. Byrne, the third- 
ranking ambassador at America’s 
U.N. mission, said the United 
States disagreed with Fleis- 
chhauer’s assessment, but did not 
offer any detailed defence of the 
State Department. 

The current secretary-general, 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, said Sun- 
day the State Department's de- 
nial of Arafat's visa “is incom- 
patible with the obligations of the 
host country under the headquar- 
ters agreement." 

The headquarters agreement 
states that local, state and U.S. 
authorities must not impede the 
travel of U.N. diplomats or “rep- 
resentatives of nongovernmental 
organisations recognised by the 
United Nations for the purpose of 
consultation.” 


Arab American group 
to mount legal challenge 


NEW YORK (R) — An Arab 
American group said Monday it 
would challenge in court the U.S. 
decision to deny Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat a visa. 

Dr. M.T. Mebdi, president of 
the American Arab Relations 
Committee, said his organisation 
has hired lawyers William Kun- 
stler and Ronald Kuby, well- 
known for politically controver- 
sial cases, to challenge the U.S. 
decision. 

Kuby told Reuters he and Kun- 
stler expect to file suit in federal 
court in New York Wednesday. 

Mehdi said the legal argument 
would be based on the free 
speech guarantees in the U.S. 
Constitution’s First Amendment. 

“We shall ask the coart to ask 
Secretary (of State George) 
Shultz to show cause why be 
should not be ordered to grant 
Arafat a visa. Our case is based 
on the First Amendment right of 
the citizens to bear the views of 


ArafaL The right to hear is the 
other side of the freedom of 
speech coin,” Mehdi said. 

His group is also urging sup- 
porters to sent one million mes- 
sages to the White House, pro- 
testing against Shultz's derision. 

“We believe we will succeed. 
The derision (by Shultz) has b eon 
denounced by the whole interna- 
tional community,” he added. 

“The issue is the First Amend- 
ment rights of people in this 
country to listen to foe views of 
different individuals, particularly 
world leaders. Yasser Arafat, 
whether you agree with him or 
disagree with him, is a man of 
tremendous influence,” said 
Kuby. 

Referring to the U.S. argument 
about ‘*temmsm," Kuby said: 
“Shultz cannot seriously believe 
that the presence of Arafat on 
42nd Street at the United Na- 
tions, poses a serious threat to the 
security of the United States of 
America.” 


MIDDLE EASTNEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt, Israel pursue Taba talks 

ROME (R) — Egyptian and Israeli officials met Monday for talks 
on the implementation of an agreement restoring the beach 
enclave of Taba to Egypt. An Israeli embassy spokesman said the 
Rome talks were on tedraical issues and would continue Tuesday. 
Taba, a 700-metre strip of land at the head of theGnK of Aqaba, 
was occupied by Israel in 1967. Israel and Egypt later submitted 
the disputed ownership of Taba to arbitration and last September 
a five-judge panel restored foe land to Egypt. One round of talks 
on implementation of the award has already been held in New 
York. The Rome talks are being held at the headquarters of the 
Multinational Force and Observers (MFO), an 11 -nation fence 
which monitors the 1979 Egypt-Israel treaty. 

France: Turkey should wait for EEC entry 

PARIS (R) — French President Francois Mitterrand told Turkish 
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal Monday that his country should not 
be allowed to join the European Economic Community until 1993 
at the earliest, Fr ench officials said. Ozal, in France for a two-day 
visit, was told by Mitterrand that France had no objections in 
principle to Turkey joining, but that no new members should be 
allowed before the EEC’s integrated market was introduced in 
1993, they added. Ozal lunched with Mitterrand before having 
ta fire with Prime Minister Michel Rocard. Mitterrand told Ozal 
thaf Turkey should use the time before 1993 to “build the base for 
future membership,” the officials said, adding Paris considered 
the prime minis ter was improving Turkey's human rights perform- 
ance. Rocard told reporters aftenvards that Ozal’s visit — the first 
by a Turkish prime minister for 16 years — was the climax of four 
years off efforts to improve ties between the two countries. 

W. German shot dead in Turkish zone 

ANKARA (R) — A West German man was shot dead in a 
military zone in western Turkey by army sentries, the semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said Tuesday. West German embassy 
sources in Ankara confirmed the incident and named the man as 
Horst Nemeth, 36, from Friedburg in Hessen province. Nemeth 
was driving in a restricted zone Monday in the western Balikcsir 
province, 400 kilometres west on Ankara when he was called to 
halt by military guards, the agency said. The sentries opened fire 
on Nemeth's car when he refiised to heed the call, shooting him 
dead, it said. 

Bahrain to hold Gulf women’s conference 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain wfll hold a regional conference in 
March next year on the position of women in Arab Gulf states, 
officials said Tuesday. Bahrain’s Social Affairs Director Jamil AI 
Jishi told reporters the conference, die fifth of its kind, would 
discuss the role of the family and children in rapidly-changing 
Gulf society. About 100 delegates from Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
North and South Yemen were expected to attend. 

Sudan, Libya discuss unity 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Libya's defence minister arrived Tuesday 
for talks with Prime Minister Sadeq AJ Mahdi on unifying the two 
countries. “It's the right of the two Arab peoples of Sudan and 
Libya to unite,” Abu Bakr Younis told reporters at Khartoum 
international airport. Sudanese foreign minister Hussein Abu 
Saleh signed an agreement this fell stipulating that die two 
countries would start talks on unity. It caused a furore of protest 
among Sudan's more than 30 political parties. Mahdi told the 
Associated Press in an interview that Sudan wanted to “formalise 
its relations” with Libya as it bad with Egypt. Hrisaft-cfecntons 
with Libya involved an arrangement similar to a brotherhood 
accord between Khartoum and Cairo, which promotes close 
cooperation in all fields. But he said Libya wants greater political 
unity. 

Mahfouz’s daughters to receive his prize 

CAIRO (AP) — The two daughters of Naguid Mabfouz, this year’s 
winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, will travel to Sweden next 
month to receive the Award because their father's health is too 
frail, their mother said Tuesday. Attiyatallah, Mahfouz’s wife of 34 
years, said Om Kalthoum and Fatma would be accompanied tty 
Mohammad Salmawy, an under-secretary at the ' Ministry of 
Culture and a well-known Egyptian literary figure. Om Kalthoum 
is a graduate of tire American University in Cairo who majored in 
mass communications. Fatma received a secretarial degree from 
the same university. They both work in Cairo. 

Turkey: Dialogue alone will not end disputes 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey said Tuesday its dialogue with Greece 
would not in itself resolve their disputes but it could act as a route 
towards ending them. “We have never stated that the Davos 
process was a solution ... we have stressed that this dialogue was a 
beginning,'’ Turkish Foreign Minister Mesut Yflmaz told parlia- 
ment. “The solution of bilateral issues depends on the common 
sense, realism and foresight of the leaders on both rides of the 
Aegean,” he said. A process of reconciliation after three decades 
of enmity over such issues as Cyprus and Aegean Sea rights started 
last January when Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal and Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou met in the Swiss resort of 
Davos. 
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MUSEUMS 


Children '« Heritage and Sde 
Mbmul" Fan and knowledge For 
ages, pha a small pbuietariuai at 
Haya Am Centre. Open all week 9 
a.m - 1H10 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoBdore Mawm Jewelry and e 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosi 
• from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to 1 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, A 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 uo.-S p. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 
Martyrs’ Memorial (Mllita 
Mascon): Collection of militi 
memorabilia dating from the Aj 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Gty. Anna 
Opening hoars 940 ajn.-4.0Q p_ 
Closed Saturdays. TeL 464240. 
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06:12 (Sunrise) 
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14:12 *Asr. 

16:36 Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 


AwwibBo of God Cbwrcfa, Jabal 
Lnwetbdeb. Td. 632785. 

St. Josqih Church (Roman Caihofic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of the A nmn i rii tiM (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Loweibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De b Sale Charch (Roman Carbolic) 
Jabal Hussein, Td. 661757, Sunday 
feijilkh mi« (summer time 6 p_m., 
winter tune 5 p.m.). 

Tar ram tt Chnrdi (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwmbdeb, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Charch of the Annunciation (Greet?’ 
Orthodox) Abdali, Td. 623S41. 
AagUean Church {Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906, 
chaplain's residence td. 628543. 
Armenian Cathode Charch Ashrafieb, 
Td. 771331. 

Anncafam Orthodox Chnrdi Ashra- 
fich, Td. 775261. 

Stt. Ephraha Charch (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieb, Td. 771751. 

Amman fraen tattoa l Om fa (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Bag-tot School in Shmeisani, Tel. 

EringiBml Latham Ctanrh (Chnrdi 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m_. Rev. N. 
Smir, td. 811295 

Rainbow Co ngugallu a (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Charch) 
Inteidenonraatnaal-ecwaciiical En- 
glish Service: Saturday at 6 JO p.m. td. 
8Z2605, Rev. Vdi. 

The Clntfe of Jem Christ of Latter- 


Day Safaris (Mama) Td. 815817. 
821264. 
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17:05 Paris (RJ) 
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21:65 Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

DEPARTURES 
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— Aqaba) 
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26:10 Baghdad) 
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21:99 Damascus | 

22*0 Bangkok) 
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68:15 

Cairo, London (BA) 

0835 
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Cairo (MS) 
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13:15 


1546 


IfeOI 


16:10 


Ifc46 

1730 ........ 

ff A) 

1735 ■ 
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Karachi (PK) 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be pertly doody and a rise on 
temperature wfll occur wfarih winds will 
be variahle and tight- In Aqaba, winds 


will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min /nmi temp. • 

Amman — 4/17 

Aqaba 12/26 

Deserts 3/18 

Jordan VaUey 13/25 

Yesterday's huh temperatures: Am- 
man 14.6, Aqaoa 22JL Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 54 per cent. Aqaba 36 
per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Isu Haddad 897007 

Dr. Mohammad A&am 818911 

Dr. Rayed Ahmed 793522 

Dr. Mohammad AlSawwa 732056 

Fbaspharmacy 66191 2 

Ferdows pharmacy ...778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSafaun pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Sh m eisa n i pharmacy 637660 1 

TAXIS: 

Abram tari 663911 

Zaidlmn 664476' 

Khayyam taxi ...._ 641541 . 

Cairo taxi 819157 

Jordan lari 623050 

Kindi taxi -.841309 

jRBOh 

Dr. Abdkri Karim AlAbweh 
Al Shares’ pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Aaxni Khidfl Musa (— ) 

Dr. GfcadaAkkawi <— ) 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Cavil Defence Directorate 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emerg ency 199 

Resow Police 192, 621111, 637777 

Rrt Brigade.- 196,891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 639141 

Fttfic5eariiyD>ed0«e ... 656000085111 

Hotel Cocop Sanaa 6Q5300 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compla ints 897467 

Amman M urtJ d pafity 

Complaints ......... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(efircetory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekxrricfty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport ,. 06-52000 

. HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HinsdnMecBcal Centre 813813/32 

Klwifafi Maternity. J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akflob Maternity, J. Amn.— 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity..'....... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmekani Hospital 669131 

Unrvmriw Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 



AkAhli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreeo 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Ala Hospital 602240/50 

Aural Hospital 6741SS 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zara National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Rm Sma Hospital 

ntBnh 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
Rm^Nafecs Hospital ((0)247100 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


UppezfhHtcr price in 6b 

Apple (double red) 600/; 

Apple (golden) 400 / 300 

Banana 350/300 

Banana (Mukanamr) .... 300/250 

J55*- — 440/380 

OtHage 120/100 

Cmw 280/ 220 

^“fiflower 260/200 

Qnaimbeis ;. 320/280 

^gphmt (large) 110/ 70 

Eggplant (small)... 160/ 120 

Gariks 350 / 300 

prapefrut 160/120 

........... 200/170 

Marrowrtaige) 130/100 

Marrow fsm*H) ; 230 / 200 

Orange (Shammouti) ...... 270/200 

Orange (local) ...... MO/140 

Ofirofereen). — 350 / 300 

500/400 

O™” (dry) 210/160 

^PPor (hot)— — ™ — 250/180 

260/200- 

230/170 

«*ddiih 120/100 

Spinach 160/120 ' 

Tomatoes — 400/300 








KING RECEIVES CABLE OF GOOD WISHES: Greek Pres- 
cient Christos Sartzetakis Tuesday sent his best wishes to His Majesty 
King Hussein, while flying over the Jordanian skies. The Greek 
president sent a cable wishing King Hussein continued good health 
and happinefss and ' the Jordanian people , further progress and 
prosperity. (Petra) 

KING CONDOLES SULH FAMILY: His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a cable of condolences toAJ Sulh family in Lebanon, in 
which he expressed his heartfelt condolences over the death of the 
late Lebanese Premier Taqiuddin Al Sulh, who passed away 
Monday. (Petra) ' 

REGENT SENDS CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince- Hassan.- the Regent, Tuesday delegated Balqa Governor 
Mujhlra AJ Khreisha to convey his condolences to Al Nsour family 
over the death of the late Sheikh Abdullah Al Nsour. Prince Hassan 
also delegated Mafraq Governor Fayez Abfc^di -to convey his 
condolences to Al Sirhan* family over the deatn of the late Sheikh - 
Jaial Bali. (Petra) 

YADOUDEH GRADUATION: Princess Majda Ra'd Tuesday 
attended the graduation of a number of ladies from sewing courses, 
organised by the Yadoudeh Charitable Society, and presented 
graduates with their certificates. (Petra) 

YUGOSLAV NATIONAL DAY: The Yugoslav Ambassador to 
Jordan Zoran Popovic Tuesday hosted a reception on the occasion of 
his country's National Day. which was attended by senior officials 
and heads of the diplomatic missions accredited to Jordan. (Petra) 

AMERICAN WOMEN ORGANISE BAZAAR: Several Jorda- 
nian and international charities will display items and products from 
theirprojects at the annual Christmas charity bazaar organised by the 
American Women of Amman and to be held at the American 
Community School on Friday, Dec. 2, at 11:00 a.m. Among the items 
on sale are baked goods, Christmas ornaments and decorations, gifts, 
games and other foods. The bazaar will also include an adult and 
children's raffles. AJI proceeds are to go to charity. 

PEOPLE’S ARMY: Two new batches of the people’s army recruits 
were graduated Tuesday during two different celebrations held in 
North Shouneh and Ajloun. (Petra) 

TASK FORCE TO FIGHT LOCUSTS: Emergency task forces 
were formed in Ramtha district Tuesday to fight locusts in case they 
enter the Jordanian territories near Ramtha. ' 

AJLOUNI MEETS STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES: Jordan 
University of Science and Technology President Kamel Ajlouni 
Tuesday met with the chairman and members of the student 
organisation's administrative committees and stressed the need for 
interaction and coordination between the administrative committees 
and the students. (Petra) 

LOAN FOR ZARGA: The Cities and Villages Development Bank 
has agreed to granting Zarqa Municipality a JD 2.4 milli on loan to 
carry out a. number of development and services projects. The Zarqa 
Municipal Council chairman said that JD 750,000 will be used for the 
construction of pavements and embankments, JD 600,000 for the 
construction of commercial stores and JD 500,000 for aspbaiting the 
roads. (Petra) 

CONFERENCE ON WATER SUPPLY: The Water and Irriga- 
tion Ministry will participate in the four-day annual conference on 
sewerage and water supply scheduled to convene in Geneva on Nov. 
29. The ministry will also participate in the five-day regional seminar 
on agricultural guidance affairs due to convene in Morocco on Dec. 
5. ' 
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Lawzi receives Spanish envoy 

Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi 
Tuesday receives Spanish Ambassador to Jordan Ramon . 
AJrmengod. Lawzi discussed with Armengod scopes of cooperation 
and the strong parliamentary relations between both countries 
(Petra photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The- following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time arid place with the concerned institutions. 
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* An exhibition of iconographies, signs and public places by the 
German artist Otto Herbal Hajek at the Department of 
Architecture al the University of Jordan, 

* A plastic art exhibition by 55 artists from Irbid Govenoorate at 
Irbid Youth Centre. 

* An exhibition coveringT.S. Eliot’s life and literary works at the 
British Council. 

ft A book exhibition at the Jordan University of Science and 
Technology. . ; 

■ft Die French week to exhibit the latest techniques used in the 
field of dvfi aviation at the Marriott Hotel. 

☆ A cultural festival which includes a national book exhibition, an 
art exhibition, historical photos and documents exhibition, 
children's paintings and other activities at Aqjara Public 
Library btrilding Ajloun. 

it A plastic art exhibition by Fine Arts Department students at tlte 
1 Yarmouk University. t 

☆ An wdifhftinn of graphic art works which draw costumes that 
represent Jordanian nati onal heritage at the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 

■ft A plastic art exhibition by eight Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shontan Foundation. 

fr An exhibition on. Alia, an Islamic medieval dty, port of 
Palestine and the storehouse of Hljaz on the C h in a Sea, at the 
Department of Antiquities, Registration and Research Cenfre. 

LECTURE 

ft A lecture entitled “Museum education in Bavaria” by Dr. 
Manfred Vogt at the Mraenm of Archaeology, the Yarmouk 

v t— f-. ■ -**— 
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CONCERT 

☆ A piano concert by.Mefcande Chanveau ..( A.nman Bacca- 
laureate School — LOO pjn. ■ 

ft A piano concert by Mary Stanton * * Jordan University of 
Science and Technology hi Irbid. 
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Crown Prince visits army headquarters 

His Royal Hi g hn ess Crown Prince Hassan, the Zaid Ibn Shaker and the Army Chief of Staff 
Regent, Tuesday visited the army headquarters in Lieutenant-General Fathi Abu Taleb. Discussions 
Amman and met for some time with Armed at the meeting covered a number of matters of 
Forces Commander-iB-Chief Field Marshal Sharif concern to the Armed Forces (Petra photo) . 


Crown Prince calls for task force 
to protect environment in provinces 


AMMAN (Petra) — The com- 
prehensive development confer- 
ence, which was opened by His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday, 
resumed sessions Tuesday under 
the chair manshi p of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, and discussed a num- 
ber of recommendations con- 
nected with the services and in- 
frastructure sectors. 


Prince Hassan addressed the 
meeting underlining the import- 
ance of projecting the concept of 
decentralisation in the develop- 
ment council's tasks which, he 
said, should include the creation 
of a task force to protect the 
environment in each province. 

Prince Hassan also called for 
' the creation of follow up commit- 
tees grouping representatives 


Princess Basina, Duchess 
of Kent open Ma’an centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Jloyal 
Highness Princess Basma, accom- 
panied by the Duchess of Kent, 
Tuesday visited the social services 
centres in Ma'an and opened the 
Princess Basma Special Educa- 
tion Centre there. 

Princess Basma presented 
. trophies to a number of social 
workers in the dty in apprecia- 
tion of their efforts in the field of 
voluntary work:~ " " • 

Princess Basma and her guest- 
toured the various sections of the 
centre, inspected the equipment 


available there and watched chil- 
dren's drawings exhibition and 
folkloric dances performed by the 
Ma'an Youth Troupe. 

The Princess Basma Centre 
was established at the end of 1987 
to serve children with moderate 
to mild mental retardation. 

The Princess and her guest also 
listened to a briefing by director 
of the social service centres in the 
gbvemorate on -the centres, -the 
sendees they render to mothers 
and children and on the women- 
oriented programmes. 


Jordan to take part in drug 
manufacturers talks in Morocco 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in a second meeting by 
the Arab Union of Drug Manu- 
facturers which is due to convene 
in Morocco on Dec. 22. 

The union’s board chairman 
Nizar Jardaneh told a press con- 
ference in Amman Monday that 
the meeting will discuss means of 
promoting the manufacture of 
drugs and medicine in the Arab 
World in implementation of a 
resolution taken by Arab health 


ministers. 

The meeting will examine mans 
of ensuring enough supply of 
medicine for the Arab World and 
coordination among drug manu- 
facturers in production and 
marketing of products. 

The three-day meeting will also 
focus attention on raw materials 
used in the manufacture of drugs, 
the situation of the drug market 
in the Arab World and the pros- 
pect of joint ventures. 


Seminar to discuss road repairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on dealing with pits on Jordanian 
roads and modern road-repair 
processes will open at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Saturday under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The seminar, which is being 
organised by the Jordan Society 
for the Prevention of Road Acci- 
dents (JSPRA) in cooperation 
with the Greater Amman Munici- 
pality, is expected to discuss 
working papers dealing with sci- 


entific methods in repairing roads 
and construction, according to 
JSPRA spokesman Abdul Fattah 
Touqan. 

Touqan said that representa- 
tives of the Ministry of. Public 
Works and Housing, the Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC), the Water Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ), the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA), the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and Jordanian universities will 
take part in the coining two-day 


meeting. 

The participants who also rep- 
resent Greater Amman Munici- 
pality, Irbid Municipality, the 
Jordanian Engineers and Con- 
tractors Associations, in addition 
to road specialists from West 
Germany and Denmark, will dis- 
cuss ways to coordinate the work 
of electricity, water and telecom- 
munications services with' the 
Ministry of Public Works in the 
process of road construction and 
repairs. 


Participants of Mu’ta seminar 
visit Arab Potash Company plant 


KARAK (Petra) — A four-day 
seminar on the role of universities 
in propagating science and tech- 
nology in rural regions of the 
Arab World Tuesday reviewed a 
number of papers, and the parti- 
cipants later visited the Arab 
Potash Company plant at Ghor 
A! Safi, near the Dead Sea, and 
were briefed on production and 
marketing processes. 

The working papers discussed 
at Tuesday’s session tackled steps 
that should be taken in promoting 
environmental education, spread- 
ing awareness among the mem- 
bers of the public on matters 
.related to the environment and 
enlisting the schools, community 
'colleges and -diversities to con- 
tribute to this process. 

At the Arab Potash Company 
plant -the partidants toured the 
products i sections and met with 
engineer and technicians who 
explained the production process. 

The meetings were opened 
Monday with a speech by Mu'ta 
University President Ali Mahafca 
who said that the meeting was 
being held at a time when the 


country was going through a pro- 
cess of overhauling its education- 
al system and urged all concerned 
to give due attention to the sub- 
ject of developing rural regions of 
Jordan. 

Tbe seminar which is being 


attended by delegates from 
Jordanian universities, and Arab 
organisations has been organised 
by Mu'ta University in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 


Jordan, Egypt discuss 
drug industry cooperation 



CAIRO (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
and Egypt Tuesday opened talks 
on future cooperation in the drug 
industry, and the prospect of set- 
ting up a. joint company for the 
production of primary materials 
and medical appliances. 

Husam Musmar, the director of 
the Pharmacy and Drug O'**.;. at 
Department at the Health Minis- 
try who leads Jordan's delegation 
to the talks here said that the two 
sides will also study the Jordanian 
and Egyptian needs of medicine 
and drugs before undertaking 
practical steps to launch joint 


ventures. 

The talks will cover means of 
facilitating the registration of 
Jordanian medicine in Egypt and 
those produced by Egypt m Jor- 
dan, marketing drugs and phar- 
maceutical products produced by 
the two countries in the markets 
of either country and an exchange 
of information on drug produc- 
tion controls. 

The Jordanian delegation will 
tour a number of pharmaceutical 
industries and laboratories in 
Cairo. 


Hindawi: New plan aims 
to raise ^dneation level 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Education 
Tuesday published an explanatory statement giving 
details of a general plan for overhauling the educa- 
tional system in the Kingdom from now until 1994. 


from the public and private sec- 
tors and another to deal with the 
transport sector. 

Representatives of various 
groups and sectors taking part in 
the meeting submitted working 
papers recommending the estab- 
lishment of a unified council rep- 
resenting the private sector, to 
help the public sector in its de- 
velopment endeavours. 


JEA 

supplies 

electricity 

to2Tafileh 

villages 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) has 
supplied two~villages, Abu Bina 
anti Diba’a, with' electric power 
by linking them with the national 
grid. Tbe project in the Tafileh 
region entailed also laying 6.5 
kilometre cables and tbe installa- 
tion of transformer stations at the 
total cost of J D 80,000 according 
to JEA engineer Riad Kanaan. 

He said that at least 300 villa- 
gers will benefit from the project 
which was carried out in the 
course of implementing a com- 
prehensive network covering the 
whole of southern Jordanian vil- 
lages. 

Two other villages in the 
Tafileh region will be supplied 
with electricity before the end of 
1988, Kanaan noted. 

He said that by the completion 
of the two projects nearly 97 per 
cent of the Jordanian population 
will have received electric supply. 


Minister of Education Thou- 
qan Hindawi, who issued the 
statement, said that the aim of 
the new system, which was en- 
dorsed by the first educational 
conference last year, is to raise 
the students' level of general 
education, enabling them to 
move up to secondary and higher 
education or join the Jordanian 
workforce. 

Hindawi told tbe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the plan en- 
tails extension of the compulsory 
education stage, removing all 
barriers separating general 
education from the vocational 
training at the secondary level, 
for the sake of improving the 
quality of education at this stage, 
and enabling students to acquire 
better qualifications in prepara- 
tion for the higher education 
stage. 

Hindawi explained that the 
educational conference recom- 
mended that the regular edu- 
caiton at schools should be com- 
posed of two stages. The basic 
stage which will be of a period of 
10 years for students between six 
and 16 years of age, and a two 
year secondary stage with stu- 
dents between 16 and 18 years of 
age. 

The secondary stage he said 
should be composed of two disci- 
plines, academic and vocational, 
with general education courses 


serving as a common denomina- 
tor for the two disciplines, 
according to the minister. 

He said that the implementa- 
tion of the conference's resolu- 
tions requires a transitional stage 
which will witness the introduc- 
tion of new measures in stages 
and rhe enactment of new legisla- 
tions and rules. For this reason, 
he added, the ministry has work- 
ed out the following timetable for 
the transitional period starting 
with the 1987-1988 scholastic 
year, and distributed it to the 
various schools and departments 
of education in different pro- 
vinces. 

In the scholastic year 1987- 
1988: A general unification of 
education courses at the first 
secondary level was implemented 
which resulted in the abolition of 
a system separating the vocation- 
al and academic education 
streams. For this to happen, stu- 
dents who had passed the secon- 
dary stage admission examina- 
tion, should t£ distributed to the 
first secondary classes or to voca- 
tional training schools in accord- 
ance with annual regulations to 
be issued by the Ministry of 
Education. 

The ministry’s Curricula De- 
partment has been entrusted with 
the task of preparing a working 
paper to amend courses for the 
second and third vocational 
secondary classes so that amend- 


ments can be added to the tex- 
tbooks. 

In the 1988*1989 scholastic 
year, students of the third prepa- 
ratory class will be promoted io 
tbe first secondary class in 
accordance with their school re- 
sults and this year no students 
from these classes will be referred 
to vocational training centres. 

The students of the first secon- 
dary class in the current scholastic 
year will be distributed to 
academic or vocational training 
streams in accordance with their 
school results. 

In the 19S9-I990 scholastic 
year, the grades of the students in 
the second preparatory stage will 
be recorded to prepare a com- 
plete report on these grades by 
the end of the preparatory stage 
to help classify students for the 
academic and vocational streams. 

Students of the third prepara- 
tory stage t. the current scholas- 
tic year will he promoted in 
accordance with their school re- 
sults and those of the first secon- 
dary will be promoted to the 
secondary classes either in rhe 
academic or a vocational streams. 

On the 1990-1991 scholastic 
year the grades of students in the 
second and third preparatory 
classes will be compiled to heip 
smooth the classification process 
at the secondary level. 

On the 1991*- 1992 scholastic 
year the repons of grades of 
students in the preparatory level 
will have been completed to pre- 
pare for their classification in the 
secondary stage. This process will 
facilitate the distribution of stu- 
dents in the secondary level. 



Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment Yousef Hamdan Al Jabr Tuesday opens 
a seminar which deals with the negative effects of agricultural projects on tbe environment (Petra 
photo) 

Jordan to create ‘green belt’ along 
badia edge to keep out the desert 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan suf- 
fers from pollution problems re- 
sulting from the expansion in 
construction operations at the ex- 
pense of api cultural land, waste 
and pesticides, domestic animal 
enclosures, the encroachment of 
desert land' on arable land and the 
misuse of chemical fertilisers, 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Yousef Hamdan Al Jabr said 
Tuesday. 

"The protection of the environ- 
ment remains a major preoccupa- 
tion for the government which 
has recently created an 'environ- 
ment sector* within the present 
five-year development plan,” the 
minister said upon opening a 
three-day seminar to deal with 
the negative effects of agricultu- 
ral projects on the environment. 

The government’s plan in this 
respect, he said, entails the crea- 
tion of a "green belt,” which runs 
along the edge of tbe badia region 
from tbe north to the south of the 
country, to serve as a national 
'barrier in the face of the en- 
croaching desert: 

The minister noted that the 
finishing touches are being put to 
the plan before its implementa- 
tion. 

Jabr noted that an agreement 
with the International Federation 
for the Conservation of Nature 
has been signed paving the way 
for a national strategy for the 
protection of the environment 
from pollution. 

The agreement, which will be 
put into force towards the end of 
this year, is expected to play a 
leading role in promoting agricul- 
ture and at the same time ensure 
a better and cleaner environ- 
ment, tbe minister added. 

He said the Arab ministers 
responsible for the environment 
have endorsed a Jordanian prop- 
osal for tbe establishment of a 
central information unit in Jordan 
on the environment, and contacts 
are underway to provide the re- 
quirements for its establishment. 

"Die introduction of modem 
techniques in agriculture and in- 
dustry oenefitted the Kingdom a 
great deal, but at the same time 
numerous negative effects re- 
sulted. mostly affecting the en- 


vironment, the minister con- 
cluded. 

Another speaker at the open- 
ing' session was Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation (JCO) Director 
Genera] Mrewid Al Tal, who 
outlined the government's efforts 
and instructions to various indus- 
tries to protect the environment 
from pollution. 

"Keeping the country clean is 
essential for preserving health 
and protecting citizens from dis- 
eases,” Tal added. 

He said pollutants resulting 
from agricultural activities are 
considered among the main 
causes of pollution. This calls for 
improvements in methods used in 
the application of fertilisers and 
pesticides, and educating formers 
in modem means of protecting 
themselves and the environment 
from materials with dangerous 
effects.” 

A representative of the French 
Naumann Foundation, which is 
sponsoring the seminar in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, said that indus- 
trialised nations' activities have 
had their negative effects on the 
developing countries, pointing 


out that industrialised nations 
have been producing millions of 
tonnes of chemical and dangerous 
waste which are bound to damage 
the environment in one way or 
another. 

Pollution resulting in high 
temperatures in the atmosphere 
over the past 45 years led to the 
decline in the size of the ozone 
layer, and a rise in temperature 
worldwide posing dangerous con- 
sequences on humans and plants, 
the foundation's repre-.- alive 
noted. 

A total o r . 1 -; wo:!:in t - oaoers,. 
dealing w : i ine souic^.s of pollu- 
tion in * -rdan, the ciree. of using 
pesticides and animal husbandry 
projects and the employment of 
treated wastewater for agricultu- 
ral purposes, will be discussed by 
the meeting which is being 
attended by Jordanian specialists, 
representatives of the United Nr.- 
rions Environment Programme 
and experts from Arab and fore- 
ign countries. 

The seminar will also discuss 
environmental health, the use of 
manure and chemical manure and 
chemical fertilisers and the fiega- 
tive effects of plastic products, 
such as plastic containers, on the 
general environment. 


THEATRE SEASON OPENS: Deputising for Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifoi. Minister of Culture and National Heritage Mohammad 
Hammouri Monday inaugurated the first theatre season for this year, 
organised by the ministry to mark His Majesty King Hussein’s 
birthday. The season includes four plays for adults and children and 
four symposiums on theatre. The'opening ceremony was attended by 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Sami Joudeh, Informa- 
tion Minister Hani Khasawneh and a number of government officials 
and ambassadors. (Petra) 


REQUIEM MASS 

A requiem mass will be celebrated on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 1, 1988 at 5 p.m. at the Saint Mary of Nazareth 
Church, (Sweifieh), in memory of the late 

GIUSEPPE VINCI 
CAVAUERE UFFIC1ALE O.M.RJL 

who passed away in Jerusalem on November 17. 

His widow Bianca CATAFAGO VINCI and his son Mario 
together with all tbe VINCIS and relatives invite yon to 
join them in this prayer for the rest of his son!. 
Condolences will be accepted directly after the mass at the 
Parish Hall. 
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More Israeli than 
Israelis 


THE U.S. administration ’ s pronouncement that its refusal 
to grant an entry visa to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to 
address the United Nations General Assembly is firm and 
final is not just a statement; it should be taken and treated 
as an American policy document which states, not in so 
many words as in deeds, that Washington is so closely 
cuddled with Israel that it has no respect or consideration 
for the interests and positions of its own allies, leave alone 
the many Third World countries which have appealed to the 
U.S. to reconsider its stand. 

Such a policy declaration, coupled with the dawning 
realisation that the U.S. has no intention whatsoever of 
engaging itself in any realistic effort for peace in the Middle 
East, should be an eye-opener' to American allies, who have 
just seen Washington openly floating the basic agreement 
under which the United Nations is headquartered in 
American territory. 

The U.S. has staked its position firmly and dearly. The 
question remains: Where do we go from here? Regardless of 
the outcome of efforts to move the special U.N. session on 
Palestine from New York to Geneva, the fact remains that 
any meaningful progress towards peace In the Middle East 
leased on a just, fair and comprehensive Arab- Israeli 
settlement will remain elusive as long as the U.S. extends 
all-out, blind support to Israel and tries to be more Israeli 
than Israelis themselves. 

Sooner or later, the scenario will turn into one of the U.S. , 
Israel and a handful of their allies pitted against the rest of 
the world. Lines will have to be drawn as to what extent 
each individual country is willing to go in the political and 
diplomatic confrontation. 

It is time Washington did some hard thinking, and decide 
whether such , a scenario will be compatible with -American 
interests, whether on the official level or otherwise. 

But one thing is certain; the more Washington clings on to 
its intransigence and maintains deaf ears to the voice of 
reason and justice, the better tbe climate for hardened 
positions and extremism will be. 



ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


i AJ Ra’i daily on Tuesday tackled the King's address at the 
\ comprehensive development meeting in Amman in which be 
explained the dimensions and the far-reaching objectives of the 
coming stage in Jordan's economic life. The coming phase should 
be one for correction and adaptation and adjustment to new 
realities and new situations and one that would help the country 
move ahead into the 21st century, the paper said. What the King 
urged is an intensified effort on the part of all citizens so that the 
country can overcome its present circumstances and what is 
wanted is a genuine rationalisation of the spending that would 
save funds to be invested in income generating projects, the paper 
added. The King, the paper continued, linked the people's 
determination with the country's potentials and said the process 
of adaptation can succeed if plans are laid on sound basis and if 
citizens are genuinely oriented to serving the national interests. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily comments on the Internation- 
al Day for Solidarity with the Palestinian People which falls on; 
Nov. 29 and says that this year the anniversary coincides with two 
important events. According to Ibrahim Sakkjjba, one of these 
events is the on-going uprising in the occupied Palestinian land 
and the other is the proclamation of the Palestinian state. What 
could be another important event, he says was the address of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat before the U.N. General Assembly in New 
York had it not been for Washington's unexpected decision to bar 
the Palestinian leader from entering the United States. Nov. 29 as 
is known marks the anniversary of the U.N. General Assembly 
resolution on the partition of Palestine into an Arab and Israeli 
state. But for the U.S- incalculared decision, says the writer, 
Arafat will not be now addressing the General Assembly, 
presenting the Palestinian people’s case and seeking further 
assistance for the establishment of a just peace. 


Al Dustonr daily commented on King Hussein’s address to the 
development councils meeting on Monday. It was good that the 
King spoke about the past achievements and the development of 
the Kingdom over the years despite the hardships and difficulties, 
a reminder to the citizens to take pride in their accomplishments 
and their country's successes, said the paper. Hie monarch also 
reminded the public of their duty towards the coming generations 
for whom they have to toil and build an'd .maintain the march of 
progress, the paper added. It said that having passed through a 
vast experience the Jordanian people must now be more 
determined and more insistent on following the same path that 
leads to prosperity despite the challenges and the current 
circumstances. 


Sawt Al Shaab daily also dwelt on King Hussein's speech to the 
comprehensive development conference in which the King called 
cm the people to build up a productive society. The paper echoed 
the King's call on the public to curtail expenditure and innovate 
means of reinforcing savings and investments in order to be able 
to guarantee a promising future. 


King: Evaluate, build on 


accomplishments, cure shortcomings 


The following is the full text of His Majesty King Hussein’s address at the 
opening session of the Comprehensive Development Conference on Monday, 
Nov. 28. 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate 


Brothers and Sisters 


Fellow Citizens 


IT GIVES me great pleasure to open this national conference on 
development which comes at the conclusion of a series of regional 
meetings in various parts of the Kingdom. In wishing you every 
success in your deliberations, I hope that this conference will 
reinforce our current orientation towards the beginning of a new 
phase of Jordan's economic life; a phase characterised by maturity 
and growth that is built on 'qualitative improvement, excellence of 
service and support for tbe growth of the production sector through 
the efforts of labourers and entrepreneurs; all within the framework 
of an integrated, cooperative and open-minded society closely linked 
with its Arab environment and the world at large. 

I salute your recent efforts in the meetings that were held in our 
central, southern and northern regions; the results of which I have 
followed with interest. I hope that the discussions today and 
tomorrow will crystallise ideas on what should be accomplished by 
the end of the millennium. I am confident that we, in this brave 
country, can work diligently and coherently to overcome difficulties 
and challenges and to move, with God’s help, towards new horizons 
and a bright future. 

Brothers and Sisters 


At the outset of this new stage, it is essentia] for os to conduct a 
comprehensive evaluation of our economic performance. Our 
objective is to accentuate and build on our positive accomplishments 
and to identify and cure our shortcomings and limitations. To achieve 
this it is imperative to reaffirm our commitment to the Constance erf 
economic freedom and social justice and to assess new developments 
in order to arrive at a vision that reflects our common hopes. 

The dialogue you have conducted in your previous meetings has 
been a good example of openness and inter-sectorial linking. This 
practice is one that would guarantee the continuity of the economic 
process in a harmonious, closely-knit procedure governed by the 
belief in a common goal, and positive outlook. 

What we have achieved in Jordan to date is worthy of pride. It does 
not shame us to acknowledge some shortcomings; recalling that those 
who make no mistakes are those who do not work.-.Our fate has 
imposed upon us great responsibilities which we have faced with 
resolve. In quick survey of our political, economic and military 
history since the birth of modem Jordan reveals basic facts of which 
we must be fully aware: Those who do not study their history cannot 
do justice to their present or plan their future. We in this free and 
proud land, are students of history, builders of the present and 
makers of the future. 

Since its establishment, Jordan has faced great challenges and 
found itself involved in a struggle for survival amid difficult situations 
shaped by international and mtra-regional interactions. The history 
of modem Jordan started right after the First World War. The 
resultant agreements between the colonial powers involved us in 
international struggle and in the ambitions of the great powers of the 
time. 

My grandfather, the late King Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein was a man 
of vision and great insight. In spite of all difficulties, he. was able io ■ 
begin building modem Jordan with- the support of its loyal citizens 
and tiie Arab nationalists who believed'in the principles of the Great . 
Arab Revolt. He always found that the scarcity of natural resources 
in Jordan frustrated ambitions; yet this did not stop him from 
building a centrist and moderate country which rests on the principles 
of faith, hard work and creativity. In the thirties we suffered from the 
effects of the world depression and then came the Second World War 
with- all its harshness and ferocity. Yet Jordan was able to pull 


through and build institutions and forge cohesion and unity among its 
population. At the end of the war, Jordan's quest for independence 


was crowned by the declaration, in 1946, of an independent 
Hashemite Kingdom with its own constitution, institutions, an array 
and all the other components of nationhood in every sense of the 
world. In 1948, we fought an unequal war and Israel was created on 
part of Palestine. We paid dearly and were able to maintain Arab 
sovereignty over Jerusalem and large parts of Palestine. 

When I succeeded my father, the late King Talai Ibn Abdullah, I 
committed myself to carrying the banner of the Great Arab Revolt 
with clarity of vision and moderation. It was clear to me from the 
onset that maintaining Jordan’s strength required building a sound 
economy, which was not an easy task in view of the limited natural 
resources. Many people doubted Jordan's ability to build a viable 
economic structure. 

Yet, we found that the scarcity of the resources along with 
numerous burdens in the areas of defence and development could be 
overcome with faith in God, diligent work and belief in ourselves. On 
this basis, we were able to steer our country through the successive 
crises and instabilities of our area with a strong will, faith and 
steadfastness. 

Then in the war of 1967, Israel occupied the rest of Palestine and, 
we were faced with ‘compounded hardens as a result. Tbe economic 
situation in the country worsened and we had- to deal with problems 
and crises of all kinds, which gave us an outstanding ability to survive 
hardship. By 1972 the situation took a turn to the better and we 
proved once again that we were a united and cohesive nation, 
seasoned by circumstances, with an unequivocal resolve not to be 
distracted from its purpose. 

I entrusted my brother His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Ibn Talai with the responsibility of reconstruction and development. 
With his dynamism and vitality, dedication and depth of knowledge 
he was able to rally devoted citizens and mobilise in them the positive 
values of hard work and perseverance. Thus Jordan was able to steer 
itself in the right direction and to maintain. sustained economic 
growth. We were also able to pass through the challenges that 
accompanied the boom years which coincided with the rise in the 
price of oil. During that period we achieved ideal growth rates 
without destabilising the social structure. We built various infrastruc- 
tures, including universities and other institutions of higher learning, 
schools, hospitals, roads bridges, dams, water networks, electricity 
and telecommunications in addition to expanding the production 
base in agriculture, industry and services in tourism and banking. We 
provided our citizens with all the ingredients that are necessary for 
decent living, including food, shelter, medical care and soda] 
security. 

What we have built did not come out of a vacuum and what we 
enjoy today did not come for free. Every stone we laid is a landmark 
for the struggle and will of successive generations. What we have 
built with hard work has evolved into a modern, progressive country 
that will enrich our future generations. In light of all this* we will not 
accept any step backward. We will not bend before challenges and 
will not allow inddental circumstances to bring down what has been 
built in many years of diligent efforts. 

Brothers and Sisters 


What we have achieved, with God's help, to date has placed us at 
the threshold of a new era which we are about to enter with 
confidence. One of the most important prerequisites for success at 
this stage is to build on the positive and discard the negative. 

Positive elements in our society are manifold and God’s blessings 
are countless. We enjoy an unparalleled regional and international 
reputation. It is a source of pride to see the world point to our 
country as a shining example of good management and brilliant 
achievement. Our moderate, reasonable and balanced approach has 
earned us the confidence that we are qualified and capable of 
sustained and balanced growth. 

As a result, we have become a meeting place of brothers and 
friends who find that this country and its people offer them what they 
aspire to in terms of a healthy, welcoming and magnanimous 
environment where they can solve their problems, arbitrate their 
differences and accomplish their endeavours. 

With the other countries of tiie world we enjoy relations of mutual 
respect and cooperation, augmented by our important strategic 


location. It is our duty to transform this confidence and this balanced 
path into a source of benefit and good return to oux country and to all 
those who deal with us. Among the most prominent and positive 
features of our society, is that our people are educated, cultured, 
enlightened and creative. The Jordanian citizen has not spared any 
effort in his quest for knowledge and learning and has not done 
himself toe injustice of idleness and apathy. We must build a 
productive economy which utilises these capabilities and values in an 
open-minded approach- that is receptive to modern administrative 
and scientific applications. 


We must also Tecall toe political environment in which we live. The 
Jordanian society has not molded itself in inflexible frames nor bas it 
resorted to extremism. It has not wavered from its centrist and 
moderate line, and the relationship between tbe governor and the 
governed is one that rests on mutual trust and understanding. With 
God's help, we have averted social ills in that it is possible for any 
individual to climb up toe social ladder if be is able and creative. This 
healthy and stable atmosphere has become a rare example in this 
troubled world and a great advantage that we have to safeguard and 
maintain despite conspiracies and unfavourable conditions. 

As far as our regional environment is concerned, we enjoy strong 
and dose relations with our Arab brethren. We have always viewed 
ourselves as an integral part of the Greater Arab World, and we have 
dealt with it in toe spirit of toe Great Arab Revolt maintaining this 
stand in afl our agreements and commitments. We have never let 
down our Arab brothers nor have we abrogated any pacts with them. 
We have redprocated good will and upheld our position in the core 
of toe Arab Order in code and conduct. This stand does not stem 
from any selfish, or material interests but rather from the belief that 
Arab complementarity and solidarity enhance their status in the 
world and paves the way for the achievement of their objectives. I 
have called for reviving Arab economic integration, especially in 
these circumstances in which various world regions have found 
acceptable formulae for cooperation and useful integration. We 
Arabs have added reasons to unify our regional economies particu- 
larly since ye have the common denominators of history, religion, 
language, heritage and destiny -and it is important to activate these 
components. Others have accomplished a lot more with less 
common elements. Europeans, for example, have found a civilised 
formula to interact in spite of the Lack of harmony among their 
nations in terms of language, history and culture and in spite of 
numerous memories of conflict and antagonism. 

Jordan's faith in unity does not emanate solely from sentiment 
but also from a dear vision of the needs of tbe future and what it 
entails in terms of challenges and difficulties. Arab economic 
complimentarity forms a corner-stone for the comprehensive Arab 
Order and we in Jordan must bear this in mind and conform to it in 
our plans and programmes and propagate it in thought and action. 

Jordan has. during tbe past decades, built a cumulative inventory 
of achievements that has been added to with every successive 
generation. This treasure is the solid foundation for the construction 
of modem Jordan with an economy that is productive and capable of 
furnishing the means to satisfy current and future needs. 

Experience has taught us that the process of construction will 
invariably suffer from momentary set-backs which spill over to us 
from abroad by virtue of our close connections with the outside 
world. We must build our innate administrative ability to face and 
contain new developments in order to maintain constant progress; 
thus, our institutions must keep their active role, to safeguard our 
accomplishments and defend them in the face of destabilising shocks. 
Desirable ebange depends oa rational behaviour, aqd reasonable 
conducts Moderate consumption .that preserves economic momen^ w 
turn- and supports savings -is toe one compatible with oiir morals-,’ 
traditions and system of values as stated in the Holy Koran: “Make 
not thy hand tied to the neck; nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach 
and thus become blameworthy and destitute" (Al Isra’ Surah. Verse 
29). 

We can curtail our expenditure as we realise that extravagance is 
not a personal issue but rather a cost incurred by society at large. We 
have to innovate means of reinforcing savings and investment 
inclinations in order to be able to guarantee a promising future. We 
want investment to be open to all honest citizens, (residing inside or 
outside Jordan) on an equal footing. Regardless of our positions and 
locations, we are all equal in access to productive work and in reaping 
its benefits. Waste is not confined to consumption habits, for 
investment expenditure can also be squandered. We always have to 
bear in mind that a feasible investment project is one that becomes 
operational at the lowest possible cost. There is no need for spending 
on unproductive components or for expanding the volume of a 
project to levels whereby it loses its competitiveness. Instead of 
purchasing new equipment we have to learn to utilise available 
machinery to tbe utmost and optima] levels of performance. Within 
this framework, we have to innovate methods of exploiting our 
natural resources and our scientific and research potential. We must 
master the capability of providing distinctive and high quality 
products that gives the buyer, at home and abroad, a fair return for 
his money. Control over spending at the individual and family levels 
and in factories and institutions, is what will lessen our dependence 
on importation and enhance our ability to export and consequently 
secure the needed financing for new projects. The nations that boast 
of excessive and uncontrolled expenditures deprive themselves of the 
possibility for continuous growth and place themselves hostage to the 
whims of others. We realise that the opportunities for low-cost 
financing have diminished and that we cannot ' from now on, 
undertake any unproductive or unstudied expenditure. 

We must develop our citizens' eagerness to care for and protect the 
country's resources and to perform voluntary work. The citizen 
should no longer remain isolated from his coun Dry's needs. There is a 
vast potential in our youth, retired citizens, women and students that 
can be mobilised into a tremendous force serving of toe country's 
needs in agriculture, afforestation, conservation of the environment 
and community service. We must develop integrated programmes 
that will enable these energies to serve their country. A citizen who is 
actively serving his country has an unshakeable faith in his country - 
and its future. To ensure popular participation in developmental 
efforts and the equitable distribution of its benefits we must attempt 
to strike a balance between the population dimenrion on the one 
hand and the geographic distribution of resources on the other. 
These two dimensions deserve our utmost consideration and care. 
Jordan, as you know, is still among the leading countries in . 
population growth, and according to U.N. statistics, the second 
country in toe world in birth rate ratios. Regardless of the size of toe 
population, the increase in birth rates, entails big challenges 
including the high ratios of children and consequently, an increased 
demand for basic requirements such as shelter, education, health- 
care and job opportunities. As long as population distribution is 
concentrated in toe capital and its suburbs, we will be depriving 
ourselves of opportunities for investment in natural resources and 
production potential in other regions of Jordan. We have to adopt a 
developmental policy that would give the regions growth opportuni- 
ties which would enable them to reach toe highest levels of 
productivity allowing them to actively interact with the national 
economy. 

Regional developmental efforts should be coupled with a clear 
perception of administrative and financial requirementsin order for 
the effort to be relevant to tbe environment in which developmental 
projects are established. In all cases, clarity and good preparation are 
prerequisites for desirable developmental ends. In speaking of a 
regional development the badia/desert areas emerge as a special case 
worthy of attention and care. This promising and vast section of our 
country, must be a corner-stone of our new . approach. 

This mea, large though it is, needs added developmental input to 
-enable it to -catch up with the rest of toe country. The badia and its 
people have always been tiie source of our pride and confidence, and. 
we have no doubt that after the accomplishment of infrastructural 
projects, its area will become a bastion for prime production and a 
source of good and respectable Irving for many of our citizens, 
particularly members or toe Armed Forces. - If we succeed in 
transforming the badia into a focal region that attracts population 
then we can be confident that our expenditure in it will yield fruitful 
results. I look, forward tej seeing concrete administrative arrange- 
ments and rools that would guarantee toe achievement of this 
objective. 


Development in Jordan is basically dependent upon the tinman 
element, therefore it is imperative that we place a lot of emphasis on 
the human being and on equipping him with training and useful 
scientific tools. In this sense we were gratified with the results of the 
educational reform conference winch called for deep-rooted structu- 
ral reform of the educational sector. - 

The preparation and qualification of teachers, the stress, on 
laboratories and suitable buildings, and toe development of modern 
curricula, constitute the prerequisites for success in vitalising this 
important sector. w£ must teach' our children and youth creative 
thinking and instill in them proper ethical values. If we succeed in this 
undertaking we will have guaranteed an essential portion of success 
in our struggle for construction and productivity. It is also important 


to ensure that our institutes of higher learning and our universities 
have the capability of graduating batches of learned, cultured and 


specialised students. University education must address the priorities 
and needs of the country for it to become instrumental in achieving 
parity between supply of and demand for manpower, thus avoiding 
structural unbalances in tbe labour market and the ensuing waste of 
money and energy and the rise in unemployment. 

Development is not complete unless it caters to human needs and 
demands. A productive and creative person expects bis country to 
provide him with his basic needs and reasonable requirements. For 
this reason, administration of social sectors should be directed mainly 
towards furnishing those requirements within reason. Schools, health 
clinics and youth centres must be built within a framework of 
coordination and harmonious integration to serve the citizen and 
deepen his sense of belonging. In this way we would raise the 
standard of social services from the mere level of extending grants to 
one of inducing more participation. 

Agriculture has alwaysbeen a basic source of production and job 
opportunities, and therefore has to continue receiving our attention 
as toe pivot of economic activity in toe countryside. However, we 
have to utilise what experience we have gained to enhance 
productivity and diversify output as well as increase our self-reliance 
in food production. We must keep in mind the need to gradually 
attain self-sufficiency -and even think in terms of exporting surplus 
production in the future. Needless to say, we should pay more 
attention to forestry with the hope that we can transform our country 
into an attractive green oasis. Let the year 2000 be, God willing, a 
season to celebrate a green Jordan in which every inch of fertile land 
is developed. 

Our land conceals many treasures; some yet to be explored. 
Available data indicates that energy sources are abundant and could, 
at this very moment, satisfy all our needs were it riot for cost 
considerations. Our land also contains many elements that can be 
utilised in existing and new industries. We must have a tong range 
plan to exploit our natural resources in order to satisfy our needs. 

This also requires that we become more sensitive to the environment; 
conserving it and protecting it from pollution. 

“We made from water every living thing” (the Holy Koran, Al 
Anbia Surah. Verse 30). Although we have covered a lot of ground in 
our quest for water, toe demand for this vital resource is on the rise. 
Consequently, we must implement a national programme to identify 
water sources and, methods of utilising and conserving it. Water has 
to stay high on our list of priorities as it has a great impact on our 
daily life and our future. 

Nature has not been extremely generous to us in material resources 
but it bas lavished on us its beauty in the mountains, valleys, seashore 
and desert. Moreover, Jordan's location has enabled it to host a 
.variety of civflisations that flourished on its soil over thousands of . 
years. sffltemenfe^ sjfd history whi&i 'abourid .mj ' 

Jordan VasfmuSeuin iWacting people-from all puis or • 

toe world and 'from afl' walks' of-life. Many countries havfc ' 
compensated for their scarcity of resources by developing their 
tourism industry. It i$ high time we concentrated our attention on the 
tourism sector, not only by providing better hotels and means of 
communication and transportation, but also by good interaction with 
tourists and by training coriipetent personnel to' work in this vital 
sector. 

Our recent experience in the last few weeks has demonstrated to us 
the importance of- self-reliance as well as tbe importance of the 
building-up of our national potential. But more importantly, it has 
made us realise that self-indulgence will reflect on us negatively. 
Efficient resource-management and allocation have to remain the 
primary concern in our economic policy. We have to realise fully that 
modern management is not merely general perceptions and broad 
ideas, it is also; precise decisions that require good organisation and . 
response, and prompt thinking and planning. This necessitates the 
availability of correct data and good processing of information, the 
latter making jt readily accessible to rbe decision-maker- It is not 
possible for decision-makers to provide solutions in tbe absence of 
precise information and right scientific methodology. Thus, the 
gathering of data, its organisation and classification, remain a vital 
part of the process of good economic management. 

Good management in turn requires a creative environment that 
unleashes latent potential by providing it with the opportunity to 
participate in tbe building of, the nation. We do not want the 
institutions that we have built' to be inert structures but dynamic 
working cells that guarantee each and everyone's right according to 
merit: that appreciate the effective producer regardless of his 
managerial status, and that is intolerant with the laggards and the 
corrupt. By harnessing the specialised capabilities and efficacious 
institutions we will be capable of transforming the available 
opportunities into a concrete reality. 

We also have to learn proper financial resources management so as 
to direct public spending towards priorities that serve our goals and 
that allow us to conquer the obstacles in tbe way, and bring us closer 
towards dispensing with loans and aid wherever possible. 

Keeping in mind our enormous investment in education and 
manpower training we need to emphasise the role of science in the 
process of production, and to concent ourselves with scientific 
research and advancement of technology. Jordan is capable through 
this sector to participate in problem-solving and to assume a 
leadership role in industry and advanced technological services. 
Furthermore, it can become a centre of excellence, capable of serving 
toe nation and assisting It in filling toe gap that separates it from the 
developed world. 

Thus, you see that ahead of us lie many years of dedicated and 
continuous work that can only be done in a climate of responsible 
economic freedom and enlightened individual initiative. The rela- 
tionship between the individual and society has to be subject to set 
criteria according to- the ability to give and reciprocity of interests. 

The phase of dependence on government as toe all-provider and the 
main source of national wealth is over. 

It is time for us to support and assist the government in fulfilling its 
role in terms of organisation and harmony amongst - tbe various 
segments of society, as we move ahead towards progress, and 
prosperity through creativity and production. The public sector 
cannot replace the private sector in the fields of industry, tourism, 
commerce, agriculture and transportation, among other fields. These 
activities and others pertain to the private sector. 

It is time for us to reshuffle responsibilities between the public and 
the private .sectors in a way suitable to. this phase of production and 
sufficiency. This requires promptness in decision-making and decen- 
tralisation of authority, as well as the organisation of lines of 
communication amongst toe various departments and institutions 
and between toe regions and the centre. 

The economic process is meaningless in an unstable and insecure 
country. It cannot function if the country is an easy prey to 
aggressors. Thus, our ability to build up our defence capability 
remains an essential element .in the process of economy building. 

If we proride the country with toe necessary production base, we 
will also be providing our armed forces with the opportunity to 
depend more on our national economy which will reduce toe cost of 


defence procurement and replenishment. 

Hie phase ahead of us is one of comprehensive reform and 
adaptation and we are a country known for its ability to adapt. This, 
in fact, is a measure of our strength and success. It is certain that we 
have toe necessary prerequisites to enable 'us to become a 
self-sufficient and productive society . and, God willing, we will . 
achieve our goals. ... Q ' 

And say unto them “work’’ and God will witness your work as will his 
messenger and the faithful (Al Tawbah Surah; Veise 105). 
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A message from the PLO: Give peace a visa 


By Bassam Abu Sherif 


Korean solidarity with 
Palestinian people 


Tbe following article appeared 
Monday, Nov. 28 in the Loodon- 
based Mideast Mirror. Tbe writer 
is advisor to PLO Chairman Y as- 


• SOME five months ago, I wrote a 
4 > * jtosition paper that attracted 

~ r - some attention in tbe U.S. and 
elsewhere. 

Tbe paper kid, in essence,' that 
•_ the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
7 j . nisatioti wants peace and security 
for the Palestinians and the 
Israelis alike v “because no people 

• deserves less and because no one 

. ^ ^ his own future on the 

. ,^'t ruins of another’s.” 

.It proposed munediate talks 
between the PLO and Israel in 
“ - • the context of an - international 
-- conference on the Middle East, 
*- > toward a two-state solution of the 
Palestinjan-Israeli problem that 
Would finally bring peace to aD 

• vhe states of the region, induding 

- Palestine and Israel. 

• V The paper was complimented 
ps an apparently sincere express- 
ion of one Palestinian’s accept- 
or- , ance of Israel and his desire to 
=; coexist with it, and it was dismis- 
.- v . ' sed as unimportant for the same 
reason: that it was the “unauthor- 
- . itative”. position of one man who 
. ••• . had neither the mandate to repre- 
sent the PLO nor the power to 
.. ’ sway it. 

. On November 15, what I said 
_• . 1 '■ in the article was stated in greater 
"2 detail by the Palestine National 
' Council (PNC), the PLO's high- 
est authority. 

But the declarations of the 
PNC, authoritative as they are, 

* * ■ and applauded though they were 
by most countries, including the 
twelve members of the European 

Community, were rejected as an 

act of war by Israel and shrugged 
' off as inadequate by the U.S. 
administration. 

This U.S. administration went 
"" fae step further: On November 
26, 12 days after the PNC waved 

- the olive branch, the American 

- . State Department announced 
' that it was denying the chairman 

of the PLO; Mr. Yasser Arafat, 
permission to visit tbe headquar- 

■ . ters of the United Nations in New 

York, to which he had been 
- .. invited by the international com- 
. m unity. 

If the U.S. Secretary of State 
. . . thought that by taking tips ded- 
non he was uhdenmning the posi- 
^ tion of the PUD,-1 believe he will 
I . discover in the not- too distant 
" r future that be has done joo such 
. . thing. ’ ■ 

Has decision, however, has not 
. been totally ineffectual. 

It has succeeded in giving cre- 
dibility to the charges that have 
been made against the Reagan 
'■ administration since it became* 
' -clear that, for aD its statements to 
' the contrary, it was supporting, 

' aiding and abetting Israel in its 
policy of terror against the men, 
women and children of the 
Palestinian people — induding 

- the charge that this administra- 
tion is teetering on the brink of 

" moral bankruptcy, and that its 
key decision-makers, not exdud- 

■ ing Mr. Shultz, are more suscepti- 
ble to the pressures exerted by 

- Israel and the American minority 
that support its atrocities than 

: befits a superpower of America's 
stature. 

It has also succeeded in outrag- 

- ing the international community 
and increasing global doubts ab- 
out the wisdom of trusting a 
government so blatantly biased 

' _ with the keys to the gates of the 
/United Nations Headquarters. 

And it has substantiated the 
objections of many in the PLO 
who have long held that no mat- 
ter how earnestly we offer Israel 
peace, Israel will offer ns nothing 
but war; and that no matter bow 
far we go to demonstrate our 
‘ peaceful intentions, the Reagan ■ 
administration will demonstrate 
nothing bat contempt .for the 
Palestinians and their rights; be- 
' cause what Israel and the Reagan 
administration want is not an 
" opening to peace but an opening 
to a peace that excludes the PLO 

- and therefore a peace the rules 
i - out the Palestinian national rights 

for which the PLO stands. 

' I confess that view seems more 

valid to me today than it did a few 

■ weeks ago, but since neither I nor 
the majority of my colleagues axe 

anxious to trade tbe peace pipe in 


- just yet, I still ding to one shred 

- of hope: that Mr. Shultz and tbe 
{Reagan administration is speak- 

■ ing for itself and not for the 
American people or for Mr. Bak- 
er and the Bush adminis tration. 
It is on that assumption, and qfc 


response to the various doubts 
that have been voiced about- 
- PLO’s new polity that I offer the 
following clarifications to anyone 
who cares to listen: 

It has been said that Palestinian 
. Declaration of Independence is 
unacceptable -because it is a un- 
ilateral act that was not arrived at 
through ' negotiations. 

We believe tbe act was multi- 
lateral. The entire world gave the 
Palestinian people the right to 
independence and sovereignty on 
three separate occasions: in 1919, 
when the League of Nations pas- 
sed Article 22 of its Charter; in 
1923, when the great powers 
signed the Treaty of Lausanne; 
and in 1947, when the U.N. 
adopted Resolution 181, which 
partitioned Palestine into a 
Palestinian state and a Jewish 
state. 

Those who disagree with us 
argue that those three docu- 
ments, all signed by the U.S., 
have been overtaken by events. 
Our view is that such arguments 
undermine the credibility of the 
great powers and promote the 
cynical notion that justice is a 
perishable product — and that 
view seems^to be shared by the 
60-odd states that have recog- 
nised tbe Palestinian state so for. 

But that is onr view, and we are 
not demanding that it be accepted 
as a precondition to our participa- 
tion in the peace talks, nor are we 
prepared to accept a demand that 
we relinquish it as a precondition 
-to such participation. 

It has been said that acceptance 
of Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338 was “cancelled out” 
by our simultaneous invocation of 
other U.N. resolutions, which, 
our critics say, cast doubt on the 
legitimacy of the state of Israel. 

Onr critics have prdbably not 
read the pertinent PNC decision 
carefully. It stales that the inter- 
national peace conference should 
“be held on the basis of Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
and the safeguarding of the legiti- 
mate national rights of tbe 
Palestinian people, foremost 
among which is the right to self- 
determination... in accordance 
with the U.N. resolutions relating 
to the Palestinian issue.” 

We have , always had reserva- 
tions about Resolution 242 be- 
cause it makes no provisions for 
the PaleaitnOTS’ national rights, 
refpning to the Palestinian, issue - 
only as a refugee problem. We 
accepted the resolution neverthe- 
less, but only as one of two 
cornerstones for the international 
conference, the other corner- 
stone being tbe national rights of 
the Palestinians. As dearly indi- 
cated in the text, tbe U.N. resolu- 
tions referred to are the resolu- 
tions that pertain to those rights 
and not the resolutions that “cast 
doubt on the legitimacy of 
Israel.” 

Those who ask us to accept 
Resolution 242 as it stands, with 
no ands, ifs and huts, are asking 
us to relinquish our rights as a 
precondition to the initiation of 
negotiations aimed at the recov- 
ery of our rights. That is patently 
illogical and unacceptable. If the 
proposed negotiations are in- 
tended to legitimise our present 
disfranchisement, we agree with 
our critics that we do not qualify 
as reliable participants. 

It has been said that the PNC 
did not renounce terrorism. 

The fact is that the PNC re- 
nounced terrorism twice. It re- 
nounced it once in tbe Declara- 
tion of Independence, when it 
said that “the State of Palestine 
declares its belief in the settle- 
ment of international and region- 
al disputes by peaceful means in 
accordance with the Charter and 
resolutions of the United Na- 
tions; and its rejection of threats 
of force or violence or terrorism 
and the use of these against its 
territorial integrity and political 
independence or. tbe territorial 
integrity of any other state.” 

It renounced it again in the 
political statement that accompa- 
nied the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, in which it was stated 
that the PNC “once more 
announces its rejection of tenor- 
ism in all its forms, induding state 
terrorism, emphasising its com- 
mitment to the resolutions it 
adopted in the past on this sub- 
ject, and to the resolutions of the 
Arab summit in Algiers in 1988, 
and to U.N. Resolutions 42/159 
of 1967 and 61/40 of 1985, and to 
what was stated in this regard in 
the Cairo Declaration of Nov. 7, 
1985.” 

Normally, that would be dear 


enough. Normally, the PNC 
would not need to add that tbe 
Palestinians, while renoundng 
terrorism, reserve the right to 
protect themselves from terror- 
ism. But these are not normal 
circumstances. The Israelis have 
somehow convinced many in the 
U.Sl and elsewhere that when an 
Israeli soldier kills a Palestinian, 
expropriates Palestinian land and 
water, burns Palestinian crops, 
demolishes Palestinian houses, 
breads Palestinian bones and 
generally makes a Palestinian's 
life intolerable, he is engaging in 
legitimate self-defence, but that 
when a Palestinian boy throws a 
stone at that soldier, he is engag- 
ing in terrorism. 

The PNC thus felt compelled to 
add that, while renouncing all 
forms of violence and terrorism, 
the Palestinian people reserved 
the right, as granuxl by U.N. 
resolutions, to “resist foreign 
occupation" and' “defend its terri- 
tory and independence.'' 

If resistance of foreign occupa- 
tion and defence of territory and 
independence are now defined as 
terrorism in the U.S. and Israel. 


Resolution 242 affirmed, 
among other things, the right of 
all states m the Middle East, 
including Israel, to live in peace 
within secure borders: But expli- 
citly accepting it and. endorsing it 
. as one of the bases on which an 
international Middle East peace 
conference should be convened, 
the PNC.has explicitly recognised 
Israel’s right to exist. 

Why, some have asked, did the 
PNC take this circuitous route to 
the recognition of Israel? Why 
didn't the PNC simply state: “We 
. recognise the state of Israel and* 
its right to exist in peace within 
secure borders?” 

The question is legitimate, and 
the answer is that neither I nor 
the PNC — nor, for that matter, 
the United States — recognise 
Israel as R stands today, in con- 
trol of the Palestinian territories 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and determined, according to the 
repeated pledges of Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, his Likud Bloc and their 
various allies, to hold on to them. 

By accepting Resolution 181, 
the PNC recognised Israel as one 
of the two states that share the 


The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
has officially changed its position from one 
of total rejection of Israel’s right to exist as 
an exclusive Zionist state to one of full 
acceptance of Israel under the terms of 
Security Council Resolution 242, which 
requires Israel to withdraw from the terri- 
tories it occupied in 1967. 


the American and Jewish dic- 
tionaries must have been revised 
since World War n, when they 
defined such activities as a basic 
right and the people who engaged 
in them as heroes. 

Having, said this, let me add 
that the Palestinians are prepared 
to stop all forms of resistance to 
Israeli occupation in advance of 
any negotiations if Israel is pre- 
pared to end all forms of occupa- 
tion in advance of any negotia- 
tions. • • • 

It has been said that the PNC 
did not explicitly rebogifise Israel. 

The PNC duT'not explicitly 
recognise Israel only if U.N. Re- 
solution 181 of 1947 and Security 
Council Resolution 242 of 1967 
did not explicitly recognise 
Israel’s right to exist! 

Resolution 181, which called 
for the partition of Palestine into 
one Arab state and one Jewish 
state, is the legal foundation of 
Israel. By explicitly recognising it 
and adopting it as the legal found- 
ation of the state of Palestine, the 
PNC has explicitly recognised 
Israel’s right to exist: 


historical land of Palestine, the 
other being the independent state 
of Palestine that was proclaimed 
on Nov. 15. Mutual juridical 
recognition between Palestine 
and Israel as two independent 
states will be exchanged at the 
international peace conference. 

By accepting Resolution 242, 
the PNC recognised Israel’s right 
to exist within secure borders 
following its withdrawal from the 
■ territories It acquired by militaty 
conquest in 1967, as required in 
that resolution. 

Ittia£ been skid' that all"the' 
decisions of the PNC mean no- 
thing because the PNC did not 
specifically state that the Charter 
of the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation, which calls for the “des- 
. traction of Israel,” was hereby 
annulled. 

The Charter of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation — 
which, incidentally, does not call 
for the destruction of Israel or 
endorse the throwing of the Jews 
into the sea, but envisions a 
democratic stale in which both 
claimants to historical Palestine . 
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can live in peace and equality — 
has been superseded by the deci- 
sions of the PNC, the author of 
the Charter. 

By endorsing a two-state solu- 
tion, the PNC has abandoned the 
one-state solution mentioned in 
tile Charter. 

In essence, the Charter was a 
rejection of the U.N. partition 
resolution of 1947. The PNC has 
now withdrawn that rejection and 
by so doing annulled the sections 
of the Charter that have caused 
so much consternation in Israel, 
the U.S. and elsewhere. 

It has been said that statements 
made by certain members of the 
PLO before and' after the 
announcement of the PNC deci- 
sions contradict the letter or spirit 
of those decisions, confirming 
suspicions that the PNC state- 
ments constitute a tactical retreat 
from tbe maximalist demands of 
the PLO and not a final abandon- 
ment of them. 

Some have gone so far as to say 
that the “insincerity’’ of the PNC 
decisions was established in adv- 
ance by the mere presence at the 
Algiers conference of a person or 
persons charged with acts of ter- 
rorism. 

lam at a loss to understand the 
logic of this objection. When I 
and others from the PLO make 
statements or take actions that 
can only be construed as peaceful 
in intent, those are rejected as 
a basis for negotiations on the 
grounds that they represent per- 
sonal views and do not have the 
authority of the PLO behind 
them. And yet, when other mem- 
bers of the PLO make statements 
that are perceived to be bellige- 
rent, those statements, which are 
also expressions of personal views 
and do not have the authority of 
the PLO behind them, are 
deemed sufficient to negate the 
officially adopted and publicly 
announced policies of the PNC. 

Let me set the record straight 
on this point: The decisions of tbe 
PNC were approved by majority 
vote, with 253 voting in favour, 
46 voting against, and 10 abstain- 
ing. This means that at least 46 
and possibly 56 members of the 
PNC do not approve of its new 
policies. 

Their disapproval, however, 
casts no shadow on the PNC 
.•decisions — any more than tbe 
disapproval of over 40 per cent of 
the American people casts a sha- 
dow on the presidency of Mr. 
George Bush. 

It boils down to this: 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation has officially changed its 
position from one of total rejec- 
tion of Israel's right to exist as an 
exclusive Zionist state to one of 
fuD acceptance of Israel under the 
terms of Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242, which requires Israel to 
withdraw from the territories it 
occupied in 1967. 


The PLO, which once refused 
on principle to hold talks with 
Israel, has now officially express- 
ed its desire for negotiations with 
Israel in the context of an interna- 
tional peace conference aimed at 
the achievement of a two-state 
solution of the Palestinian-Israeli 
problem. 

The PLO’s past programme, 
which sought the liberation of 
Palestine by armed struggle, has 
now officially been replaced by a 
policy that seeks “the settlement 
of international and regional dis- 
putes by peaceful means in 
accordance with the Charter and 
the resolutions of the United Na- 
tions” and rejects the threat or 
use of "force or violence or ter- 
rorism" by the Palestinians or the 
Israelis — as clearly stated in the 
Palestinian Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

These major policy changes are 
not a “PR gimmick" or “dust in 
the world's eyes’’ or the opening 
move of a diabolical scheme for 
the phased annihilation of Israel. 
They are an honest expression of 
the Palestinian majority's belief 
that the State of Palestine can 
coexist alongside the State of 
Israel. 

This peace offer does not come 
from circus performers willing to 
jump through endless hoops for a 
cube of sugar, or from panhand- 
lers begging for a handout and 
ready to take all kinds of abuse 
for it. It comes from a people wbo 
have rights, who have been strip- 
ped of those rights, who are 
determined to regain them, and 
who have now decided to believe 
the Israelis, Americans, Soviets, 
Europeans and others who have 
• been assuring them that those 
rights can be regained by peaceful 
means. 

In offering our hand, we were 
gambling that it would not be 
lopped off. In extending the olive 
branch, we were hoping that it 
would not be used to flog us. 

The responses of Israel and the 
U.S. administration so far suggest 
that it was a bad gamble and a 
naive hope. They suggest that 
PLO moderation makes the 
Israeli and American administra- 
tions uncomfortable. They sug- 
gest that the people in charge in 
Tel Aviv and Washington want to 
provoke the PLO into dropping 
all peace options, using this as a I 
cover for the continued enslave- 
ment and persecution of the 
Palestinian people. , 

My hope now is that Washing- 
ton 1989 will differ from 
Washington 1988 and give peace 
a visa. 

If I am once more risking a 
charge of gullibility, that is a 
small price to pay compared with 
the disaster I fear will strike us, 
the Israelis, the Mideast and 
everyone with interests in that 
region when hope runs out. 
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The following is a message by 
Kwang Soo Choi, minister of 
foreign affairs of the Republic of 
Korea, on the occasion of the 
International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People, Nov . 
29. 

AS THE people of the world 
again observe the International 
Day of Solidarity with Palestinian 
People, the people and govern- 
ment of the Republic of Korea 
would like to join the internation- 
al community in reiterating foil 
support of the inalienable rights 
of the Palestinian people to self- 
determination and national inde- 
pendence. 

The whole world expressed 
great concern over the recent 
disturbances in the Israeli occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In this regard, the government 
of the Republic of Korea stated in 
February 2988 that it deplored 
the acts of violence which had 
already caused heavy casualties., 
among Palestinian civilians and it 
strongly urged Israel to rake 
necessary measures to comply 
with the relevant United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. 

Being well aware that the ques- 
tion of Palestine is the key ele- 
ment to the solution of the Mid- 
dle East problem, the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Korea 
welcomes the Declaration of 15th 
November 1988 of the Palestine 
National Council, in which the 




PNC has accepted the U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 for the peaceful settle- 
ment of the question of Palestine. 

On this occasion, reaffirming 
its position that the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
including their right to self-deter- 
mination and the establishment 
of an independent state recog- 
nised by the relevant United Na- 
tions resolution should be re- 
spected, the government wishes 
that the declaration could contri- 
bute to creating an international 
atmosphere favourable to a just 
and durable peace in the Middle 
East. 

In line with the world-wide 
support for the cause of the 
Palestinian people, the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Korea 
contributed $250,000 to the Arab 
Student Aid International 
(ASA1) in April 1988 to help 
sponsor scholarship for Palesti- 
nian students, by which the dona- 
tion by the government to the 
fund totals SI. 25 million. It has so 
far contributed $116,000 to the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
tbe Near East (UNRWA). 

The government of the Repub- 
lic of Korea has also actively 
participated in international con- 
ferences and seminars on the 
question of Palestine held under 
the auspices of the United Na- 
tions. 
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Experts expect $1 5 a barrel oil price 


TOKYO (R) — An OPEC pro 'oc'ton agreement 
signed in Vienna Monday will l?* do enough to 
control oil supply next year and the price of OPEC 
crude oil is unlike ly h> rise over $15 a barrel, Far 
East oil experts say. 


Most expect that high worl- 
dwide stockpiles, rising non- 
OPEC production and possible 
cheating on quotas by OPEC 
countries will limit price rises to 
around $13. 

The Middle East benchmark 
crude, from Dubai, is currently 
trading at around $11.85. 

'There will be a bull trend for 
two or three weeks because of the 
psychological impact (of the 
OPEC agreement) but it will be 
short-lived,” said Hideo Ito of 
Mitsui and Company. 

He said oil produced by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) was 
most likely to trade between $11 
and $13 during the first quarter of 
1989. 

The 13 OPEC oil ministers 
agreed to cut output by' around 
four million barrels per day^b/d) 
to 18.5 milli on b/d for the first 


half of 1989 to boost prices to the 
group's 318 a barrel target. 

“At least for the short-term 
(the agreement) is bullish,” said 
Masao Ito, general manager of 
the petroleum supply department 
at Nippon Oil Company. “But in 
the long run there could be a lot 
of problems.” 

He said United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) production was die most 
immediate problem. The UAE 
would have to slash its current 
output in half to comply with its 
987,000 b/d OPEC-assigned 
quota for the first half of next 
year. 

Qil prices shed nearly $1 on 
overseas markets Monday after 
UAE Oil Minis ter Mana Said A1 
Oteiba said the OPEC- 
announced figure for die UAE's 
quota “does not represent its 
official quota.” 

But he later told Reuters that 


Bahrain pins hope 
at becoming world 
arbitration centre 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain is 
revamping its trade laws to set up 
a major arbitration centre the aim 
of mediating in disputes between 
businessmen from all over the 
world. 

Commerce officials say the 
government will launch an inter- 
national advertising campaign for 
the project when new laws for 
handling foreign commercial dis- 
putes are ready. 

“The commerce and legal 
affairs ministries are working 
together to draw up legislation,” 
said Hassan Zainalabedin, first 
vice-president of Bahrain's 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“The arbitration centre will 
have its own framework but must 
work within Bahrain's commer- 
cial law,” he told Reuters. 
Arbitration is less time-consum- 
ing than going to court, he said. 

He gave no details on how 
Bahrain's trade laws would be 
altered and, legal officials de- 
clined to comment. 

Zainalabedin said Bahrain 
would urge international law 
firms to set up on the island and 
would seek an internationally- 
known figure to be the centre’s 
director. 

"We are in the early stages now 
but would like to begin taking 
action within six months to one 
year — we must act quickly while 
the idea is still fresh in people’s 
minds,” he said. 

Commerce Minister Habib 
Kassem said Saturday the centre 
would be separate from another 
planned for Bahrain by the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) to handle trade dis- 
putes within the region. 

Trade officials said the idea for 
the regional centre stemmed from 
growing trade, and increasing 
numbers of trade disputes, be- 
tween companies in the Gulf and 
Europe. 

“Many cases have remained 
deadlocked in court because 
there was no common legal 
umbrella under which a solution 
could be found,” said an official 
who wished to remain anony- 
mous. 

In October 1987 members of 
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the Euro-Arab Arbitration Con- 
gress meeting in Bahrain sug- 
gested the island widen its plans 
to host a regional arbitration cen- 
tre, and create a world-wide one 
as well. 

“It is a good idea to have a seat 
of arbitration in a country in the 
developing world,” said Fethi 
Kemicbe, head of foe Paris-based 
Euro-Arab arbitration system. 

“One can easily imagine a 
Japanese and a Saudi business-, 
man meeting for this purpose in 
Bahrain,” he told Reuters by 
telephone. 

He said it was not dear to 
which set of international arbitra- 
tion rules the centre would refer. 
He added that the Euro-Arab 
body, which represents the 
Euro- Arab i chambers of com- 
merce. had agreed to provide 
technical assistance and support. 

“We think the project can be 
established in Bahrain consider- 
ing its position and what has been 
done in so few months,” he said. 

Bahrain ratified the 1958 New 
York' Convention on recognition 
and enforcement of arbitral 
awards last March. Only a hand- 
ful of Arab countries have joined 
the convention because Israel is a 
member. 

Abdulrazak Zainalabedin, 
bead of foreign trade in the com- 
merce ministry, said Bahrain had 
ratified the convention on condi- 
tion it was not bound by Israeli 
arbitration decisions. 

He said trade disputes on the 
island usually involved agree- 
ments between principals and 
agents, claims of non-payment 
and claims that goods were sub- 
standard. 

Hassan Zainalabedin said 
arbitration complied with Islamic 
principles because it was within 
the tradition of “sulb.” meaning 
reconciliation in Arabic. 

“Arbitration wifi be successful 
because it is less time consuming 
than going to court and it involves 
compromise by both sides — in a 
court case one wins and one 
loses,” he said. 

Bahraini businessmen said they 
welcomed the idea. 

“It is long overdue,” said Jemil 
Ali Ebrahim, head of Ali Ibn 
Ebrahim Group. 

“A trade arbitration centre is 
good because it signifies coopera- 
tion — and if a third party arbi- 
trates, no one will lose face,” he 
said. 


the UAE was fuBy committed to 
the quota allocated to it by 
OPEC. 

“For the time being (the UAE) 
won't violate its quota, but one or 
two months from now it will start 
to produce more,” said Ito of 
Nippon Oil. 

There is also a danger that Iraq 
will boost its production when its 
export capability increases next 
year. 

“Iraq has already suggested it 
may want a higher production 
quota at the next (OPEC) meet- 
ing,” said Nippon Oil's Ito. “And 
naturally : 9 arch-rival Iran will 
also want an increase.” 

There was also some doubt that 
even a strict output ceiling of 18.5 
million b/d would sustain a $15 
per barrel price for. OPEC crude 
due to high stocks worldwide, 
slower demand growth and rising 
production from non-OPEC oil 
producers. 

“There are very big stockpiles 
in Japan, the United States and 
Europe,” said Ito of Mitsui. 

U.S. oil analysts said Monday 
OPEC will not achieve its target 
price of $18 a barrel for crude oQ 
in the first half of 1989 because its 
planned production ceiling will 
exceed world demand and group 
members are likely to cheat on 
their quotas. 

Saudi Arabia, OPECs largest 
oil producer, does not want to see 
$18 a barrel oil and will not allow 
the $18 target to be achieved, said 
Frank Knuettel of Prudential- 
Bache Securities Inc. 

At the Vienna talks, Saudi 
Arabia proposed that the 13- 


member group defend a price 
floor of $15 a barrel. 

The Saudi plan almost scuffed 
tire pact, which trims the group's 
production from the estimated 23 
million b/d it is now pumping. 

Analysts were sceptical that the 
landmark accord would bring 
back $18 a barrel oil. They said 
current oil inventories are too 
high and they expect OPEC to 
exceed its 18.5 million b/d ceiling 
— in keeping with past be-' 
haviour. 

“Eighteen dollars a barrel? 
They’ve got to be kidding,” said 
Charles Maxwell, senior energy 
strategist at Cyrus J. Lawrence, 
Morgan Grenfell Inc. 

“OPEC may say 18.5 million 
b/d but availability of its oil will 
be more like 19.5 million b/d,” 
Maxwell said, due to drawdown 
of inventories and cheating on 
production quotas. 

OPEC inventories are now 
around 200 milli on barrels and 
growing, MaxweU said, adding 
that 17.5 million b/d would be a 
better group output cap. 

Analysts estimate 17.5 milli on 
’b/d as the world demand for 
OPEC oil in the first half of 1989, 
assumin g an inventory drawdown 
of between 1.5 milli on to 3.5 
million b/d in the first quarter and 
little change in second-quarter 
stocks. 

Analysts also said the United 
Arab Emirates is especially likely 
to exceed its production quota. 

’There will probably be cheat- 
ing from the UAE,” said Andrew 
Lebow, analyst at E.D. and F. 
Man' International Inc. "They 


have been asked to cat back by 50 
per cent.” 

For the other Gulf OPEC pro- 
ducers — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Iraq — “cheating is a way of 
life,” said Maxwell. “They have 
learned that the first ones who 
cheat get their price.” 

Ofl industry executives shared 
this scepticism, expressing their 
doubts about the new agreement. 

‘Td hesitate to call it a 'water- 
shed," Cheuron Corp chief eco- 
nomist Bill Hermann said of the 
new accord. “It.. . could be 
broken, as others have been in 
the past.” 

“I don’t think anybody is trying 
to run a company based on what 
OPEC will do from quarter to 
quarter,” said A1 Hegburg, direc- 
tor of international affairs at Phil- 
lips Petroleum Co. 

If OPEC sticks to its. accord 
through the first half of next year, 
the world oil glut could be mop- 
ped up and prices boosted to $18 
a barrel by June, industry execu- 
tives said. 

But it remains to be* seen 
whether OPEC members will 
maintain the $18 price beyond 
that point, they added. 

OPEC has set its next minister 
rial meeting for June 5. 


U.S. banks hike prime 
lending rates to 10.5% 


NEW YORK (AP) — Major 
U.S. banks boosted their prime 
lending rates a half percentage 
point to 10.5 per cent Monday, 
the steepest level since mid-1985 
and the fourth rise this year. 

The interest on many loans to 
Third Worid countries is tied to 
the U.S. prime rate. For Amer- 
icans, the increase will mean a 
jump in rates on a variety of- 
consumer loans pegged to the 
prime, including home-equity 
loans. It also will raise borrowing 
costs for American companies 
that rely on .thanks for financing. 

Economists had been predict- 
ing a prime rate increase because 
interest rates in the bond markets 
rose recently because of inflation 
fears and the dollar’s weakness in 
foreign exchange markets. 

“It comes as - no surprise. In 
fact, they (banks)' seem to have 
held back longer than I ex- 
pected,” said Edward Yardenr, 
chief economist for the invest- 
ment firm Prudentiai-Bacbe 
Securities Inc. 

U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) 
Board Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan also has warned of higher . 


short-term rates unless the gov- 
ernment trims its huge budget 
deficit, the source of the dollar’s 
woes. 

- There’s a building perception 
in the marketplace that the Fed 
is, in fact, tightening condi- 
tions.:..” said William Sullivan, 
an economist for the investment 
firm Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. 

Sullivan and other economists 
predicted the Fed might soon 
raise its discount rate, or the 
interest it charges on loans to 
member banks. If that happened, 
the prime rate could be increased 
again, they said. 

‘Td look for something (from 
the Fed) in the next two weeks,” 
said Yardeni. 

Chase Manhattan Bank of New 
York was the first institution to 
increase its prime rate Monday 
and other major banks quickly 
did tbe same. 

The prime stood at 8.5 per cent 
at the start of the year and has 
been raised four times since. 
Monday’s increase put the key 
lending rate at its highest level 
since May 20. 1985, when it was 
lowered a half percentage point 


CBS Sony to sharply cut 
Japan record production 


TOKYO (R) — CBS Sony 
Group, the wholly-owned 
Japanese subsidiary of Sony Cor- 
poration, will slash production of 
records for sale in Japan and shift 
to compact discs and tapes in- 
stead, a company spokesman 
said. 

The company, a former joint 
venture between Sony and CBS 
Inc's CBS Records Group until 
Sony bought out the American 
broadcaster's recording unit in- 
January this year, will start the 
shift early next year. 

"We will recall and scrap slow- 
selling records from next Febru- 
ary,” said the spokesman. 

“There has been strong, heal- 


thy demand for compact discs 
since the beginning of this year. 
But we will continue to produce 
strong-selling records,” tbe 
spokesman said. 

CBS Sony sells nine times more 
compact discs in Japan than re- 
cords. he said. He did not provide 
details of recent sales or say 
whether the company planned 
similar moves in other parts of 
the world. 

CBS Sony planned to allocate 
staff and money involved in the 
record section to the video pro- 
duction and audio-visual sections, 
the spokesman said without ela- 
borating. 


Cargill again tops Forbes 
list of major private firms 


NEW YORK (AP) — Cargill, a 
giant commodities company, is 
atop the Forbes magazine list of 
400 largest private U.S. com-, 
panies for the fourth consecutive 
year. 

The Minneapolis-based com- 
pany’s 1987 revenues totalled 
$38.2 billion, Forbes reports in its 
Dec. 12 issue. That was up nearly 
$6 billion, or IS per cent, from 
the previous year;, and was more 
than double that of the second 
largest company on the list, Koch 
Industries, a Wichita, Kansas- 
based oil company that had sales 
of $16 billion. 

Continental Grain of New 
York and Safeway Stores of Oak- 
land, California, were tied for 
third with 513 billion in sales. 
United Parcel Service of Green- 
wich, Connecticut, was fifth at 
$9.7 billion. 

Forbes based its list on re- 
venues for fiscal 1987, some of 


which were reported by the com- 
panies and some of which were 
estimated by. the magazine. 

Total revenue of the 400 com- 
panies rose 17 per cent to $523 
billion in 1988 from 1987, Forfxjs 
•said. By , comparison, combined 
sales for the 400 largest public 
companies in the United States, 
rose 7.4 per cent in tbe past year 
to $2.6 trillion. 

A private company is one with 
no. publicly traded common 
stock, either because it has too 
few common shareholders to file 
with tbe U.S. Securities and Ex- 
change Commission or, if it files, 
its- stock is unavailable to tbe 
general public. 

Forbes said tbe latest wave of 
leveraged buyouts was particular- 
ly evident in this year’s list as 40 
formerly public companies went 
private in' 1988,.compared with 21 
last year! 

••?«!•• '!.4 — I 


Dallas-based Southland, rank- 
ed No. 6 with $8.5 billion in sales, 
was the biggest newcomer to the 
Forbes rankings. 

Montgomery Ward, Bell and 
Howell, Duraceii, Singer and 
Trans World Airlines were 
among other well-known com- 
panies that crossed tbe line into 
private ownership in 1988. 

The number of people em- 
ployed at Forbes 400 private com- 
panies totalled 3.7 million, up 14 
per cent from last - year’s 3.2 
million. United Parcel Service 
leads the list with 170,000 em- 
ployee. ' 

Service-oriented companies 
and those that turn over their 
assets rapidly had the largest rep- 
resentation on the list, including 
food wholesalers and grocery 
chains , apparel importers, com- 
modity traders and real estate.. 

Fifteen n^edia and communica- 
tions companies' made the list. 


Lawson begins to lose image of invincible 


to 10 per cent. 

The prime rate reflects a bank's 
costs of borrowing monejl, in- 
cluding interest it pays on savings 
accounts or certificates of de- 
posit. 

The rate is watched closely 
because bankers use it as a basis 
for calculating loans to businesses 
and for determining many types 
of fixed and adjustable-rate con- 
sumer loans. 

“It's dear that consumers will 
be absorbing higher borrowing 
costs in December or early next 
year,” said Sullivan. 

Economists were uncertain as 
to what effect the latest increase 
would have on the economy. 

James Kochan, chief fixed-in- 
come strategist for Merrill Lynch 
Capital Markets Inc., said, *T 
think the direct effect is pretty 
small because generally consum- 
ers aren't affected by a modest 
increase in interest rates.” 

Bush reported 
against higher 
indirect taxes 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady said Monday that Presi- 
dent-elect Bush opposes higher 
indirect taxes, such as excise 
taxes on cigarettes and alcohol, as 
well as increased personal income 
taxes. 

“No new taxes. No more taxes. 
That’s what I saw reading the vice ; 
president's- lips,” Brady' said in a ' 
television interview. 

Asked whether the financial 
markets were sceptical about 
Bush's ability to reduce tbe $155 
billion U.S. federal budget de- 
fiat, Brady said the markets have 
fluctuated somewhat since tbe 
Nov. 8 election but not more than 
usual. 

“It doesn't worry most obser- 
vers,” he said. 

He noted the dollar was higher 
now than it was a year ago against 
15 out of 20 leading currencies. 
“Stability is what we’re' after and 
stability is what we've got,” he 
said. 

Brady said cutting the deficit is 
important but reductions must 
oome through revenues gener- 
ated by economic growth and 
through spending cuts. 



LONDON (AP) — Britain's eco- 
nomy, considered a miracle of the 
West just eight months ago, is 
being buffeted by resurgent infla- 
tion, high interest rates and a 
record trade deficit. 

In March. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Nigel Lawson was 
hailed as the invincible economic 
wizard who had cured the British 
economy of high inflation, unem- 
ployment and interest rates. 

But government figures issued 
last week showed the current 
account defirit bad quadrupled to 
£2.43 billion ($4.5 billion) in 
October, prompting the ninth in- 
terest rate hike since June. The 
commercial banks’ base lending 
rate is now 13 per cent, while the 
aonual inflation rate is at 6.4 per 
cent. 

With that specter of higher 
borrowing costs and lower ex- 
ports, suddenly the gov- 
ernment's policies and Lawson’s 
political future are being ques- 
tioned, not just by traditional 
critics like the opposition Labour 
Party but by some members of 
Lawson’s Conservative Party. 

Today, Lawson goes from 
speech to speech defending his 
strategy of using higher interest 
rates to choke off inflation, which 


1984 Mercedes 230 E, automatic, A/C, low 
mileage, excellent .condition. 

Duty unpaid 
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Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er says is her top economic 
priority. 

Although Lawson maintains 
otherwise, that strategy does not 
yet appear to be working, and 
critics say it is a painful way to 
cure Britain's economic ills. 

Ironically, those ills stem from 
too much of a good thing: An 
extraordinary consumer boom 
brought on partly by tbe tax cuts 
Lawson announced in March. 

Tbe big risk is that the higher 
interest rates will prompt a reces- 
sion, the critics say. 

Lawson, who has promised a 
soft landing next year for the 
overheating economy, came 
under particularly sharp attack 
Friday when the government 
announced the current account 
deficit, which includes “invisible 
trade” such as services. 

Tbe ensuing interest rate in- 
crease brought the benchmark 
rate to its highest level in nearly 
four years. Stock prices plunged 
more than two per cent Friday, 
and the pound moved higher 
against foreign currencies. 

“Certainly, the economy is not 
the way he wants it,” Leo Doyle, 
a British economist at the Lon- 
don investment firm Kleinwort 
Grievesou Ltd., said in an inter- 
view. 

. “With Conservative MPs 
(members of parliament) grumb- 
ling about soaring mortgage costs 
and labour convinced that the 
government at last is vulnerable 
over the handling of the eco- 
nomy, the gossip at Westminster 
has reached a fevered pitch,” the 
Financial Times wrote. 
Chancellor since 1983, Lawson 


is the longest serving treasury 
head since World War n, and 
November hasn’t been a good 
month for him. 

In his Nov. 1 autumn state- 
ment, an annual speech which is 
part of Britain’s budgetary pro- 
cess, his new economic forecasts 
were sharply at odds with his 
previous predictions. 

Two weeks later came fresh 
embarrassment when journalists 


quoted him as suggesting restrict- 
ing government benefits for the 
elderly. The treasury denied the 
reports, but when challenged to 
check its tape recording of the 
remarks, said the machine had 
malfunctioned. 

Conservative John Biffen, a 
former cabinet 'minister, said on- 
BBC television that Lawson 
“clearly has a problem of confi- 
dence” and suggested be was in 
“a very exposed position.” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday Nov. 29, 1988 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sttcrling 
Dcmscbemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


465.0 
854.8 
267.7 

320.0 
78.4 


Sell 

467.0 

859.1 
269.0 
321.6 

78.8 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 

380.6 

237.5 

382.5 

238.7 

Swedish crown 

77.0 

77.4 

Italian lira (for 100) 

36.2 

36.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

E7.7- 

128.3 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.8420/30 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1950/60 

Canadian dollar 


1.7320/30 

Deutscbemaiks 


1.9530/40 

Dutch guilders 


1.4475/82 

Swiss francs 


36.28/31 

Belgian francs 


5.9150/200 

French francs 


1283/1284 

Italian lire 


121.65/75 

Japanese yen 


6.0520/300 

Swedish crowns 


6.4900/50 

Norwegian crowns 


6.6760/810 • 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

422.40/422.90 

.U.S. dollars 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 





QUALIFIED INTERIOR 
DESIGNERS 
REQUIRED 

For a leading interior design co. 

Pis send C.V. and recent photo to: 
P.O. Box 811764 - Amman 


^ , SHME1SAN1 FOR RENT 

Modem, three bedrooms in excellent and dean shape/ New 
paint, new wall-to-wall carpet, excellent finishing. Located close 
to shopping and office areas west of the Professional Associa- 
tions complex. The apartment is ready for occupancy with full 
services: heat, running water, electricity, intercom and tele- 
phone. Other specifications indude large living-dining room, two 
bathrooms, balcony, kitchen, new television and new washing 
machme. . Ca | 1: 6628 62 604922, 


FURNISHED STUDIO FOR RENT ON THE 
ROOF 

A furnished studio in Jabal Amman between the 3rd and the 4th 
cirdes. All carpeted and composed of one bedroom, small 
salon, kitchenette with hot water and central heating. It has a big 
terrace looking on a nice view. It can be rented for a short or long 
period of time. , 

Telephone No. 642643. 







DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

A spacious 300M* first floor flat of a villa, in a quiet residential 
area with its own private entrance, and comprising a very large 
‘reception, dining area, family room, three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, maids quarter, .modern kitchen with breakfast area, 
all with top finishes and central heating, partial air conditioning 
and independnt services. 

Please contact Tel. 823269 


MUSIC TEACHER REQUIRED 

N.E.S. Amman requires a music teacher for the 
primary school. 

Please phone 606221 for appointment or 
call at the school personally. 


FOR RENT 

For those love quiet and pleasant surroundings we have for rent 
a ground floor in semi-villa located on a high hill in the Sports City 
district overlooking the stadium and Amman city, ft has a 200 
square metre area, consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting 
room, salon, dining room, kitchen, large terrace with, garage, 
• garden and private entrance. 

Annual rent is JD 2 , 200 . 

Please call tel. 663950 


Dubai’s airline to start Tehran flights 

DUBAI (R) — Emirates. Airlines, flag-carrier of Dubai, will start 
flights to Tehran soon, the official emirates news agency WAM 
reported Tuesday. It quoted the airline's chief Sheikh Ahmad Ibn 
Said A1 Maktoum, as saying it had received permission from the 
Iranian authorities for a weekly flight between Tehran and Dubai. 
Iran Air flies to Dubai daily. Maktoum also said his airline, formed 
in 1985, planned to buy a new Airbus passenger plane in the next 
two months and a Boeing-727 next year to meet a growth in 
business. He expected the company's fleet to increase to nine 
aircraft by 1993. 

AMF approves $500m for Arab trade 

ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — The Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
has approved a $500 million programme to finance Inter-Arab 
trade exchanges, a senior official said here Monday. Dr. Abdullah 
A] Kuwaiz, AMF director-general, said the programme would be 
operational next March, adding that it would benefit all AMF 
member states. The programme aims at promoting Inter-Arab 
Trade exchanges through financing 'export-import deals thus 
boosting competitiveness among Arab exporters. . According to 
AMF sources, goods to be -covered under the programme would 
include all commodities other than oil. The programme would 
operate independently from AMF, they added. The sources noted 
that AMF would pay 50 per cent of the capital, while the other half 
would oome from member states, financial institutions, non- 
governmental bodies and joint Arab-foreign banks. 

Chinese inflation climbs to new high — 

BEUING ( AP) — The official inflation rate soared in October to a 
post-1950s high of over 26 per cent and likely will continue rising 
through December, the State Statistical Bureau has said. The 
announcement was gloomy news for government leaders who 
nearly two months ago began an austerity drive designed to curb 
inflation below 10 per cent. However, the official Xinhua news 
agency quoted the bureau as saying panic buying has “almost 
ended” and that bank savings, drawn down sharply during the 
worst of the panic in August and September, were returning to 
normal. Most recently, there have been reports of panic buying of 
textiles in Shanghai and salt in 19 areas, where authorities 
immediately imposed rations. 

Iran to increase oil safes to Australia 

NICOSIA (R) Iran and Australia have signed a memorandum 
on agricultural and min i ng cooperation and agreed to increase 
Iranian crude oil sales to Australia, Iranian television said Tuesday. 
It said the agreement signed in Tehran by Australian Primary 
Industry and Energy Ministry John Kerin Monday, covered 
agricultural training, pool try raising, pasture management and 
sugar cane fanning. It quoted Iranian Agricultural Minister Issa 
Kalantari^s saying Iran's oil exports to Australia would increase. 
He did not give figures. Kerin said annual trade between the two 
countries was worth $260 million, wi% Australian exports amount- 
ing to $250 million, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. The 
agency, monitored in Nicosia, said Kerin told Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati that Australia wanted to take on a bigger share in 
rebuilding Iran’s economy after its war with Iraq. “We are waiting 
for die Islamic republic to announce its priorities," said Kerin, who 
later, left for New Delhi at the end of a fonr-day visit to Iran. 

IBM, Fujitsu settle dispute 

NEW YORK (R) — International Business Machines (IBM) will 
receive $237 million from Japan’s Fujitsu Ltd. in settlement of a 
tong-standing legal dispute over copyrights on IBM software 
arbitrators in the case said Tuesday. IBM had chaiged Tokyo-based 
Fujitsu with “extensively copying” key IBM software used to 
operate mainframe computers. The arbitrators announced Tuesday 
that Fujitsu would .pay IBM the $237 million in a lump-sum 
payment plus interest adjustments for continued and future use of 
the software the company developed based on IBM software. 
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Charity match at Sports City 

Dj£J*utiS 1NG for BBs Majesty King Hasson, Prince Abdallah Ibn 
AJ Hussein Tuesday attended the football match between a team 
cxHnprismgpiayers from.Al Faisall and A1 Dnfiatein and a team 
grouping players from the Ramtha and Hussein teams, held attbe 
Sports City Stadium, Taking part In the match, which ended in a 
3-nil defeat of the Fsrisafi and Dnfiatein team, was the renowned 
French football player Mkhel Platini. At the end of the match, the 
proceeds of which wffl benefit the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, 
Prince Abdallah presented Platini with a golden cap and members 
of the winning team with medals (Petra photo). 


Johnson, weeping, 
vows ’92 comeback 


MILAN (AP) ■ — Canadian run- 
ner Ben Johnson, weeping in 
front of television cameras, said 
Sunday be never knowingly took 
banned drags and dreams of mak- 
ing a comeback at the 1992 Olym- 
pic Games in Barcelona, Spain. 

The World 100-metre cham- 
pion, banned from competition 
for two years for being found to 
have used steroids at the Seoul 
Olympics, said be was possibly 
the victim of a conspiracy, but he 
did not elaborate. 

He claimed that his impressive 
muscular growth and his world 
records resulted from “13 years 
of dedication to track, from 
several boors a day of weight- 
lifting and exercise." 

Johnson, stripped of the Gold 
Medal in Seoul after failing to 
pass drug tests, gave a rare inter- 


view to the Italian television net- 
work Rai, which broadcast the 
interview nationwide Sunday 
night. 

The Jamaican-born sprinter 
was interviewed in his Toronto 
home earlier in November. He 
looked deeply moved during the 
conversation. He burst into tears 
when talking of the difficult mo- 
ments he faced after Seoul. 

The interviewer, Gianni Mino- 
li, said the shooting was sus- 
pended for about fore minutes 
because Johnson was unable to 
control his sobs. 

The sprinter, who stfll bolds a 
world record of 9.83 seconds set 
at the 1987 world track cham- 
pionships in Rome, explained he 
was given a cocktail of herbs and 
roots before the Olympics final in 
Seoul. 



BY CHARLES QOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


teen tigers 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 73 
7QI4 

0 K'Q 10 5 

• 10 6 2 

WEST EAST 

* KTO S' __ * 64 
vrr 5 T? A K 10 6 3 

0 J • 8 7 6 0 432 - 

*K5 -*AJ9 

SOUTH 

* A J 9 8 2 
9 J 2 

O A 

* Q 8 7 4 3 

The bidding: 

East South West North 

1 1 * 2 2 * 

Pass 4 * Pan Pan 

Pan 

Opening lead: Nine of V 
If there’s one thing we regret, it’s 
that we didn’t learn to play bridge 
much earlier than we did. The senior 
member of your writing team 
learned while he was at McGill Uni- 
versity in Montreal; the junior mem- 
ber while waiting for his scenes to be 
shot on movie lots. When we see 
bow some teenagers perform today, 
we are filled with awe. Two of the 
brightest prospects on the American 
scene are Dong Hneh of New York 


and Richie PavBcek of Fan Lander- 
dale. This hand. was played at the 

recent Summer North American 
Championships, held in Salt fair- 
CSty. 

South’s jump to four spades was, 
to put it mfldjy, aggressive. Even a 
Tnal hid of three chibs would have 
been a distinct stretch. He paid 
dearly for his folly. 

Doug, West, led the nine of 
hearts. Since he had raised his part- 
ner’s suit, that showed specifically a 
three-card holding. Rich won the 
king and found the excellent shift to 
the jack of clubs. Declarer's queen 
lost to the king, and the club return 
allowed East to win two more tricks 
in the suit as West duffed a heart. 

After cashing the ace of hearts. 
East Ted a third round. Declarer 
guessed wrong when be raffed with 
the nine. West ovenoffed with the 
ten and still had to score the Idng of 
trumps for down fowl 

The best East-West could do at a 
heart contract was eight tricks, or 
nine if the de f e n s e erred grievously. 
Thus, the 200 earned for beating the 
contract four tricks was a cleir top 
for the teen-age stars. We/ wish 
some of our partnera could defend 
that wefi today! 


THE B ETTER HALF. By Harris 



“A Beach Boys’song came on the 
radio and Stanley tried surfing 
on my ironing board." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


SETAC 



mm 




FLABE 



mum. 



YEASU 

N 


:i_ 

□ 



REPTIL 


mmmm 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


t N 



ORCHESTRA PLAYER 
KEPT HIS TEETH 
IN SHAPE. 


v j 

Now arrange the dretad tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


i-T Tnr f nmi 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yattanteu’al Jumbles DOLY. VBWE. WATERY LARYNX 
ro«u»jr | Answer: When a woman “fishes'’ for a husband she 
should know this— 

WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Maradona may return to Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona 
said Monday be would return to Argentina to play for Boca 
juniors as soon as his contract with Napoli of Italy ended in 1993. 
“My contract with Napoli ends in 1993 and Til take the first plane 
out of Rome and come back to Argentina for good to play for 
Boca," Maradona told reporters on arrival at Ezeiza airport. 
Maradona, who led Napoli to a 4-1 victory over Italian champions 
AC Milan Sunday, returned to Buenos Aires to spend two days 
with his family. He said Argentina would put up a good defence of 
the World Cup in Italy in 1990. 

Chess love pair apply for visa 

FRANKFURT (R) — A leading Soviet woman chess player who 
secretly married the American team captain during a tournament 
in Greece applied for a U.S. immigration visa Monday, a U.S. 
spokesman said. Yelena Akhmilovskaya, number two in the 
Soviet team at the World Chess Olympiad in Salonika, married 
John Donaldson on Friday, and they flew to Frankfurt on 
Saturday. It will take about four days to process the application. 
Consulate spokesman Craig Springer said. 

Becker heads Davis Cup team 

BONN (R) — Boris Becker, bade in action after a foot injury, will 
spearhead West Ge many’s challenge in next month’s Davis Cup 
tennis final against Sweden. Becker, ranked fourth in the world, is 
joined by Patrick Koehnen and in-form pair Eric Jelen and 
Carl-Uwe steer in the unchanged squad. The quartet have won all 
their three matches 5-0 in the competition so far. Becker, who had 
his left foot in plaster for 10 days after a ligament injury at the 
Stockholm Open earlier this month, seems to have recovered fully 
and will play . in this week’s masters in New York. If he has no 
further injury problems be will take the number one singles spot 
for the Davis Cup final in Gothenburg from Dec. 16 to 18. Jelen, 
23, and Steeb, 21, are both strong candidates for the second 
singles place. They showed impressive form against some of the 
world’s top 10 at the Stuttgart Classic event earlier this month. 

Lyle and McColgan, Britain’s top athletes 

LONDON (AP) — Masters champion Sandy Lyle and distance 
nmner Liz McColgan were voted Britain's top athletes of 1988 in 
the annual Sport Writers' Association poll Tuesday. Lyle, who 
also won the British masters and narrowly missed topping the 
U.S. Professional Golfers’ Association tour money-winning list, 
gained 224 points in the balloting to easily beat two Olympic 
champions — swimmer Adrian Moorhouse and shooter Malcolm 
Cooper. McColgan, a silver medallist in the women’s 10,000 
metres at the summer games in Seoul, drew 214 points, well ahead 
of another Olympian, equestrian rider Virginia Leng. 

U.S. athlete goes to court 

PHOENIX (AP) — Carol Cady, one of 14 U.S. track and fieldl 
athletes who competed in South Africa, said the group was 
warmly received in that country. “They were happy to have us 
there," she said in an interview Monday in Phoenix, where she is 
attending a convention of the Athletics Congress, the governing 
body for U.S. track and field. “They hadn’t had a meet there in 
12 years. They were starved for international competition,” said 
Cady, who is the U.S. record holder in women’s discus.. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 30. 1988 

mut HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll fUghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Unique ideas flow freely when you 
are not daydreaming. Harmony is 
sought Along with a aalfkaa love 
of family and nomefife, an apprecia- 
tion of art, music, color, style end 
peace permeates today's activities. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your 
personal energy gains momentum. 
Keep daydreams regarding one you 
admire in check. Intuitive ideas can 
be applied at your workplace. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) As 
old financial debt is repaid. 
Something lost is found. Social in- 
terests gain momentum. Take the 
initiative, and accept invitations. 

GEMINI (Mot 21 to Jane 21) 
Your strength Gee in quiet con- 
fidence. Discover new employment ■ 


lente and intuition today. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Imagin ation is a wonderful 
■tool if used in a positive manna. 
You can get out of a nit by using 
new Ideas for a change of pace. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Do what 
you enjoy. Get ready for action. 
Worry over personal relations 
passes. Let time work for yea. En- 
thusiasm f or goals brings resalts. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) You 
receive a gift through a relation- 


ship- Loving connections produce 
results. At ease at Hnwm and work, 
you find peace with your world. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Use 
your gift of laughter. You have a 
well-organized plan concerning job 

nutter^Apriyateproblim reaches 
a climax and is salved. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 2U 
Your attraction to the opposite sex 
is strong. Pfoy the field, and meet 
new people. Find the kind of rela- 
tionship yoa have dreamed ot 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Stay dear of disputes. Others 
may not mean what they say. 
A vead befog bhmt even though you 
are right. It la a lucky day. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Someone may try to pull a fast one. 
Be alert You need private time. Do 
what is necessary, end duck out an 
your own. Visit an old friend. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Your ideas are quite appealing: 
C ft i i ii u iu i ii s t B with a superior. Take 
a break for a private mating. Your 
inventiveness ie useful. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Minor aggravations disappear. It is 
time for a change of pace. Move oa 
to romantic and creative aspira- 
tions. Spend tonight with a friend. 


1 : 

THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Ranch rope 
6 Autocrat 

10 sa.. 

14 Change 

15 Preminger 

16 Traffic dgn 

17 Vessels 

19 Hawaiian 
goon 

20 Sofa 

21 Scot negative 

22 Comet part 

23 Practical one 
28 Small rug 
27 Eats nothing 

31 Verson or 
Qazzara 

32 Bee. unit 

34 Major foSowsr 

35 Modest 

36 Architectural 


39 En erg e tic one 

40 Somewhat 
dark 

42 Unrestricted 

43 TWn- 

45 Pro - 

46 — majesty 

47 Name In 
Ctrine 

48 Mute 

49 Sample 
eo-Prioetly 

garment 
52 jObhan 


55 Pretense 
57 Point 

56 (Unde 

83 Glut 

84 Engine 
chamber 

e&Tamte groat 
87 Three vanning 
lottery 


68 Trunk 

69 Conceal 
.70 Once, once 
71 Scatter 

DOWN 



c i BiTiltu n, Hwh tmlCM, fra 

wgtw Rtw rwa 

Yesterday's Pnzzfa Sohmh 

3 Printer's 


direction 

4 Chair' 

5 Abatons* 

8 Ovariy 

7 A uto s of yon 

8 Reach 

9 Bouquet 


2 Dir — 


10 Dow not exist 

11 Conduits 

12 Andant Gr. 
odony 

13 Wheat typo 
IS Dram ig. 

24 — Bon Adhom 

25 Paving 
material 

27 T-men 

28 Above 

29 Saunas 

30 — firm 
33 Dough 

35 Alphabet ran 
38 Trebling area 

37 Fft snugly 

38 Snick or — 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn □□□□□ □□□□ 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnmn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
□nnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


41 Retain 
44 Trouble signal 
48 Author 
48 Aiwa 

50 Ind. state 

51 Tteetan dty 

53 Social dfvtekm 

54 Tret 


56 Submlaalva 
59 Marksman 
SO German 

■wt 

01 Existence 
82 Pack . 

85 WPrirer or 
solder 
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Zurbriggen wins, while 

Tomba is disqualified 


VAL THORENS (AP) — Switzerland’s Pinnin 
Zurbriggen won his second str aight race of the 
World Cup skiing season Tuesday, capturing a giant 
slalom amid fog and rain. 


Double Olympic gold medallist 
Alberto Tomba had the fastest 
start in the first run, but was 
disqualified for missing a gate. 

Zurbriggen was in first place 
after the first run, with enough of 
a lead to hold off Austria’s Rudi 
Nieriicb by 16-I00th of a second. 
The Swiss skier’s combined time 
was 2 minutes, 9.32 seconds. 

Nieriich, who had the fastest 
time in the second run, was 
second in 2:09.38 with two more 
Austrians, Hans Eon and Helmut 
Mayer, in third and fourth’ place 
respectively. Eon’s time was 
2:10.02 with Mayer at 2:11.21. 

It was Zurbriggen’s 33rd career 
victory. He won the opening Su- 
per-G Sunday in Schlamding, 
Austria. 

Tomba, who won the slalom 
and giant slalom at the Calgary 


Olympics February, posted the 
fastest intermediate time of 34.11 
in the morning run. 

As he started the second half of 
the course, he lost his balance 
and almost sat back on his skis 
before recovering, but could not 
make a sharp right turn around 
the next gate. 

“I missed it. That's a fact/’ 
Tomba said. 

Although the rales of the Inter- 
national Skiing Federation stipu- 
lated a skier should stop after 
missing a gate, Tomba continued 
on the course. “I just wanted to 
get to the bottom of the hill.” he 
said. 

The racers down the 340- 
metre, 47-gate course had to con- 
tend with fog on the top part of 
the course. There was also a light 
mixture of rain and snow that got 


heavier in the afternoon run. 

Women’s siding 

Les Menuires, France, Vreni 
Schneider, winner of two Olym- 
pic gold medals in Calgary, hopes 
this may finally be her year to 
seize the overall title in World 
Cup women's skiing. 

Last winter, she was challeng- 
ing Swiss Teammate Michela 
Figim for the title when she fell at 
Aspen, Colorado, and damaged 
some knee ligaments. Figini went 
on to win the overall cham- 
pionship. 

Two years ago. another Swiss 
teammate, Maria Walliser, took 
the title from reach in the final 
race. 

Monday, Schemder took her 
first step towards the season title 
by winning the giant slalom at this 
French alpine resort. 

Her come-from-behind victory 
— she was third after the first 
round — boosted her chances and 
lifted some of the pressure on her 
after Figini and Walliser faltered 


in the first two races. 

“After Schladming at the Su- 
per-G race, I thought there was a 
lot of doubt on the Swiss team," 
she said, in reference to C. 

Only two Swiss women finished 
in the top 15 in the opening race 
in Austria. 

“But the team is in top shape 
and we must be patient and it will 
work out for all of us,” she 
added. 

The Austrian pair Ulrike Maier 
and Anita Wachter have 35 
points each with Schneider three 
points back. ' 

But Schneider is expected to do 
well in the slalom races. Schneid- 
er won the Olympic title in both 
the slalom and giant slalom and in 
the 1987 world champion in giant 
slalom. 

The women's next race is a 
downhill scheduled in Val Dis- 
ere Friday. However, lack of 
snow in the famous French resort 
may cause a postponement until 
Monday, depending on the train- 
ing runs over the next three days. 


Drug testing to begin in 1990 


NEW YORK (AP) — A U.S. 
Olympics official said drug testing 
of athletes preparing for the 
Olympics might begin as early as 
next spring. 

Robert H. Helmick, president 
of the United States Olympic 
Committee, said he thought it 
reasonable that athletes be tested 
and that he did not believe it 
would violate their civil rights, 
according to an interview pub- 


lished in Tuesday's editions of the 
New York Times. 

“Athletes should agree not 
only to train, but also agree to 
year-round random testing, 
which is done in a way that 
preserves their dignity and their 
civil rights,’’ Helmick said in the 
interview Monday in New York. 

“We do not want to interfere 
with athletes’ rights or tbeir per- 
sonal dignity,” he said. 


Last week, the United States 
and the Soviet Union agreed to a 
programme in which each coun- 
try would test the other’s top 
athletes twice a year. The Olym- 
pic committees of both nations 
must approve the agreement. 

The U.S. Olympic Committee 
will consider the agreement at its 
February meeting in Portland, 
Oregon. 


Helmick said he would discuss 
the details of the agreement next 
week in Vienna at a meeting of 
the executive board of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee. 

“We would not rule out the 
possibility of testing every athlete 
for every drag,” Helmick said. 

Athletes currently are tested at 
several major competitions, but 
only a few nations test athletes 
during training. 


Tennis circuit gets ready for change 


End of an era 
The 24-year-old Swede en- 
ded the tranquil, three-year 
reign of Lendl as number one 
— just three weeks short of 
Connors's all-time record of 
159 weeks — by beating the 
Czechoslovak in a five-set final^ 
at the U.S. Open. 


national tennis centre centre 
star players stood beside offi- 
cials of the Association of ten- 
nis Professionals (ATT) to 
issue a declaration of inde- 
pendence — the players’ inten- 
tion to run their own tour from 
1990. 

Wilander. elected to the 



Edberg in action 


NEW YORK (R) — A turbu- 
lent year in tennis closes this 
week with eight of the world's 
premier players contesting the 
Grand Prix circuit finale, the 
Masters, at Madison Square 
Garden starting Wednesday. 

Mats Wilander, winner of 
three Grand Slam events this 
year and a key figure in play- 
ers’ moves to form their own 
circuit, heads a field who must 
survive a round robin for a 
shot at the title, worth up to 
$315,000 to the winner. 

World number two Ivan 
Lendl, teenager Andre Agassi; 
Boris Becker and Stefan 
Edberg complete the line-up 
of tennis’s top five. 

Jakob Hlasek of Switzer- 
land, Frenchman Henri 
Leconte and American Tim 
Mayotte join a field bereft of 
Grand old American Jimmy 
Connors and Sweden’s Kent 
Carlsson due to injuries. 

. Wilander, whose spectacu- 
lar year has ensured him the 
world’s number one ranking 
and the $800,000 first prize in 
the bonus pool, has played a 
leading role in this stormy 
season. 


Before collecting his fourth 
straight U.S. Open crown, 
Wilander took part in the 
opening act of a daring plan to 
topple an even greater giant — 
the Men’s Tenpis Council 
(MTC), administrators of the 
world-wide circuit. 

In the car park outside the 


ATP board of directors in 1984 
and vice president from 1984 
to 1986, was an outspoken 
proponent of the ATP plan to 
tailor the tour to the players’ 
benefit. 

Players have argued that the 
current tour is too long and 
many object to being assigned 


to tournaments by the MTC. 

Tournament directors and 
their representatives have 
.been discussing a 1990 tour 
with the ATP but few details 
have yet emerged. 

Even with the tennis world 
in transition, the masters 
should provide dramatic value. 

Pride to play for 

Lendl and West German 
Becker have pride to play for 
as both have been denied a 
Grand Slam success this year. 

Edberg, the Wimbledon 
champion, hopes to increase 
his share of the 1988 Swedish 
monopoly of tennis's greatest 
prizes. Agassi, the 18-year-old 
American, is looking for his 
first major crown. 

Hlasek is the most intriguing 
of the long-shot candidates. 

The 24-year-old Swiss was 
badly hurt in a car accident in 
January but recovered to earn 
his first Grand Prix titles in 
London and Johannesburg this 
month. 

The wins, with a runner-up 
finish in Brussels, have prop- 
elled him into the number 
eight shot in the rankings. 


Peanuts 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 


THATS OhJE OF "THOSE 
SEA SHELLS. VbU HOLD 
. IT OH YOUR EAR AND 

Ybu can Hear the 

OCEAN/ 




Andy Capp 















8 


World News 


Papandreou 
sacks two 


ministers 


ATHENS (AP) — Premier 
Andreas Papandreou dismissed 
two ministers Tuesday after 
they accused pro-government 
labour leaders of alleged fraud 
and embezzlement and govern- 
ment members of involvement 
in a growing mnltimiltion dol- 
lar banking scandal. 

The dismissals came as lead- 
ing afternoon pro-government 
and opposition dailies head- 
lined that the administration 
was about to collapse due to the 
banking scandal. 

A government announce- 
ment said Papandreou fired De- 
puty Education Minister Haris 
Kastanidis and bis Under- 
secretary Stephanos Tzouma- 
kas because “by their personal 
initiatives and statements dis- 
agree with the government's 
policy.” 

Their dismissals followed the 
resignation of Costas Laliotis, 
minister without portfolio, for 
personal reasons, Monday. 

All three ministers were 
sworn in Nov. 18, when Papan- 
dreou reshuffled bis govern- 
ment for the 15th time since his 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PAS OK.) came to power seven 
years ago. 

Kastanidis , in a letter sent to 
a meeting of a World War n 
resistance group which sup- 
ports PASOK in Salonica, 



Andreas Papandreon 


northern Greece, accused party 
leaders of dragging its feet in 

“ cleaning up public life.” 

In bis letter which was not 
read but later made public, 
Kastanidis said he was abstain- 
ing from appearing at the 
group's meeting, because 
“moral values are disintegrat- 
ing,” alluding to the Koskotas 
affair. 

Izoumakas accused the 
PASOK appointed leadership 
of the general confederation of 
Greek labour of alleged fraud 
and embezzlement in the dis- 
appearance of tens of 
thousands of dollars. 

The dismissals indicated 
growing dissatisfaction among 
rank and file members of 
PASOK who appear willing to 
suffer the consequences for 
openly critirismg government 
handling of the banking scan- 
dal and other scandals that 
have come to the surface, fol- 
lowing persistent investigative 
reporting by the Gredt daily 
press. 


Angola urges UN1TA 
supporters to stop aid 


LUANDA (R) — Angola said 
Tuesday it hoped South Africa 
and the United States would 
agree to stop supporting Angolan 
rebels at the latest round of peace 
talks starting in the Congolese 
capital Brazzaville. 

Diplomats said the issue of aid 
for the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) rebels and pressure on 
the Angolan government to 
negotiate with die rebels could 
still derail the delicate U.S.-medi- 
ated peace process for Angola 
and Namibia begun in May. 

A commentary by the official 
Angolan news agency Angop, 
which usually reflects govern- 
ment thinking, appealed to 
Washington and Pretoria to show 
flexibility and good sense in the 
meeting due to open in Brazzavil- 
le Tuesday. 

Negotiators from South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba are to initial a 
protocol on a United Nations 
independence plan for South 
African-ruled Namibia and a 
timetable for the departure of the 
estimated 50,000 Cuban troops in 
Angola. 


A final accord is scheduled to 
be signed Jan. 15. 

Namibian independence and a 
Cuban withdrawal have been the 
crux of the peace talks, with 
Pretoria making a Cuban pull-out 
the prime condition for relin- 
quishing control of mineral-rich 
Namibia. 

“By agreeing to meet again 
with the South African delegates, 
Angola and Cuba sincerely hope 
that the meeting in the Congolese 
capital can set in motion, irrev- 
ersibly, the process of imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolution 
435/78 on independence for 
Namibia," Angop said in its com- 
mentary. 

Havana and Luanda hoped 
that South Africa and the United 
States would "agree to cancel 
their aid to the UNITA bandits 
who, on the orders of Pretoria 
and imperialism, kill, destroy and 
obstruct Angola's national recon- 
struction." 

Luanda is resisting pressure 
from Washington and Pretoria to 
negotiate with Jonas Savimbi's 
UNITA which has fought to top- 
ple the Angolan government . 


Red Army suspect 
waives right to Jury 


NEWARK. New Jersey (R) — A 
suspected Japanese RFD Army 
guerrilla waived his right to a jury 
trial Monday in a move that could 
end his trial without testimony on 
why he was heading for New 
York in a car loaded with bombs' 
last April. 

The offer to waive a jury trial 
was made by attorney William 
Kunstler after he failed to have 
charges against Yu Kikumura, 
35, dismissed. 

Sources dose to the case said 
the offer had been accepted by 
the prosecution and they ex- 
pected legal proceedings against 
Kikumura to be over Tuesday 
without any testimony being 
given against him. 

Had the case gone to a jury, it 
was expected to last four months 
with 75 witnesses listed to testily. 

Kunstler stressed tht Kikumura 
was not pleading guilty to the 
charges and wanted to preserve 
his right to appeal a conviction to 
a higher court. 

But he said his client was will- 
ing to admit that when he was 
arrested April 12 he had in his car 
on the New Jersey turnpike three 
bombs, gunpowder and lead pel- 


lets along with an array of bomb- 
making equipment. The car was 
heading towards New York Crty 
when be was arrested. 

His arrest coiodded with bomb 
attacks on U.S. facilities in 
Europe, the Toronto Summit of 
leaders of the seven major indust- 
rial nations and the second 
anniversary of the U.S. bombing 
of Libya. 

Kunstler said, “We do not 
want to hold a show trial... we 
will agree to all the facts in the 
indictment with the provision that 
be does not give up his right to 
appeal. We will stand before you, 
judge, and stipulate that he had 
the devices and they were explo- 
sives etc." 

The lawyer, known for his de- 
fence of political radicals, made 
his offer just after the judge 
rejected his plea to dismiss. the 
case on the grounds that Kiku- 
mura 's calls from prison to his 
lawyers from jail were secretly 
tape recorded. 

The judge said he would not 
dismiss the case because there 
was no evidence that any of the 
information on the tapes reached 
the prosecution. 
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Speech condemns past repressions, urges support for reform 


Gorbachev envisions new country 


MOSCOW (R) — President MikJbafl Gorbachev, 
projecting a vision of a new, democratic Soviet 
Union, declared Tuesday the country had to break 
out a past repression to create an efficient, modern 
society. 


In a 70-minute speech to the 
federal parliament, the Supreme 
Soviet, he also assured deputies 
he was not seeking personal 
power and offered an olive 
branch to restless republics seek- 
ing greater autonomy from 
Moscow. 

'The steady progress of our 
political reform," he told a ses- 
sion of the body called to approve 
wide-ranging changes to the state 
constitution, “shows a new, 
democratic Soviet Union." 

Speaking under a huge marble 
statue of state founder Vladimir 
Lenin, Gorbachev effectively 
condemned the rule of dictator 
Josef Stalin and late Kremlin 
leader Leonid Brezhnev for 


bringing first injustice and then 
social decay. 

In the early 1930s, be said in 
address calling for speedy passage 
of his reform package," author- 
itarian methods of power were 
established and mass repressions 
and other violations of socialist 
legality became widespread.” 

Later, he added, ordinary peo- 
ple were cut off from any real 
participation in running the coun- 
try's affairs and real control was 
taken over by Communist Party 
and government bureaucrats, lead- 
ing to “the ossification of the poli- 
tical system.” 

Gorbachev, speaking in the 
hall of the grand Kremlin palace, 
admitted that the Supreme Soviet 


had in the past simply rubber- 
stamped decisions taken else- 
where. 

Under proposals certain to be 
approved, the 1,500 members will 
vote the parliamentary body in its 
present form out of existence and 
usher in a new two-tier legislature 
headed by an executive president 
with strong authority. 

The proposals also include the 
establishment of a revised elec- 
toral system providing for multi- 
candidate balloting to a new Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies, 
breaking with the practice of de- 
cades in which Soviet voters had 
no choice. 

During a month of public dis- 
cussion of drafts for the constitu- 
tional changes, even fervent sup- 
porters of Gorbachev’s ■’peres- 
troika” reforms have expressed 
fears the presidency may gain too 
much power. 

The drafts also stirred strong 
fears in at least five of the coun- 


try’s 15 republics, with Baltic 
Estonia in the vanguard, that 
loose wording could lead to stric- 
ter central control limiting their 
autonomy. 

In his speech, delivered calmly 
with none of the emotion he 
showed at the weekend when 
rejecting Estonia’s bid for wider 
autonomy, Gorbachev moved to 
ease concern on both issues. 

The proposals put before the 
deputies, he declared, gave the 
president “enough power to orga- 
nise the work of the Supreme 
Soviet and its Praesidium, while 
avoiding the excessive concentra- 
tion of power in one person.” 

“Therefore, the principle of 
collective leadership, traditional 
for the Soviet system, is pre- 
served in dealing with state prob- 
lems of key importance.” 

With Estonian Communist Par- 
ty chief Vaino Vaijas and other 
leaders from the republic listen- 
ing from the deputies’ benches. 


Gorbachev promised diet tile 
next stage of the reform would 
firmly address the sovereignty 


issue. 


Vaijas has insisted Estonia will 
push ahead with reforms voted by. 
its own parliament despite Gor- 
bachev’s rejection of them as 
illegal. 

But the Kremlin chief 
appeared to attempt to avert the 
potential confrontation by drop- 
ping a section of the prepared 
text of his speech in which he 
described the Estonian parlia- 
ment’s actions as “deplorable” 
and unconstitutional. 

The official TASS news agency 
included those comments in an 
initial report of the speech, but 
Gorbachev did not deliver them 
and TASS later withdrew the 
remarks. 

However, Kremlin ideologist 
Vadim Medvedev told a news 
briefing later they had not been in 
a copy of the speech he had seen. 


Thousands flee 


Soviet unrest 


MOSCOW (R) — An Armenian 
official accused Azerbaijani au- 
thorities Tuesday of openly de- 
porting Armenians, adding to the 
thousands from each republic 
who had already fled ethnic vio- 
lence. 

Although reports from both 
feuding republics said the violent 
clashes that killed at least 10 
people last week had ended, ten- 
sions persisted and several cen- 
tres. including the capitals, were 
under military control. 

Mass meetings — in violation 
of curfews — continued to discuss 
the mainly Armenian-populated 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which is at the heart of nine 
months of unrest. The dispute is 
rooted in centuries of rivalry be- 
tween Azerbaijanis and Arme- 
nians. 

The unrest was debated in 
Moscow Tuesday during a session 
of the Supreme Soviet, with the 
president of Azerbaijan accusing 
Armenia of fomenting trouble in 
the territory. 

But a spokesman for the offi- 


cial Armenpress news agency in 
the Armenian capital, Yerevan, 
accused Azerbaijan of adopting a 
policy of driving Armenians from 
the republic. 

“The open deportation of 
Armenians is now taking place,” 
he told Reuters by telephone. 
“The Azeris are pursuing a new 
policy of not killing Armenians 
but forcing them out of Azer- 
baijan." 

The spokesman said so far 
12,483 Armenian refugees had 
crossed from Azerbaijan. He said 
autborities expected up to 
200,000 and bad appealed to 
Moscow for food for those now 
housed in hotels, hostels and pri- 
vate homes. 

A spokesman for the Azerbai- 
jani Foreign Ministry in the capit- 
al, Baku, said tens of thousands of 
Azeris had left Armenia, but had 
no exact figures. 

Musa Mamedov said up to 100,000 
demonstrators had assembled in 
Baku's Lenin Square in a round- 
the-clock demonstration toler- 
ated by military authorities. 



although a number of people had 
been detained Monday. 

“We have again a new wave of 
tension here,” he said. 

The Azerbaijani news agency 
Azerinform said up to half a 
million demonstrators had 
thronged the square Monday and 
tents had been set up on the 
square for refugees. 

In Yerevan, the spokesman for 
Armenpress said more than 1,000 
people were rounded up for cur- 
few violations and 25 placed 
under formal arrest 
Meetings continued in some 
Armenian cities, but Yerevan 
was quiet with public transport 
returning to normal and at least 
some factories working, accord- 
ing to the official. 


Court: U.K. violated human 


rights of terrorism suspects 


STRASBOURG, France (AP)— 
Britain violated the human rights 
of four men held under its anti- 
terrorism law in Northern Ireland 
by denying them a prompt hear- 
ing after their arrest in 1984, the 
European Court of Human 
Rights ruled Tuesday. 

The court said Britain can 
arrest persons it suspects of being 
Northern Irish terrorists without 
charging them with a specific 
offense but must grant them a 
prompt hearing before a judge. 

The court ruled in favour of 
Terrence Brogan, Dermot Coyle, 
William McFadden and Michael 
Tracey that they were denied 
such a prompt- hearing after their 
arrest in late 1984. 

But the court — recognising 
Britain’s security concerns in 
Northern Ireland — rejected the 


argument that the men's human 
rights were violated by the fact 
they were not charged with a 
specific offense. 

The four were arrested as part 
of Britain's campaign against the 
outlawed Irish Republican Army 
(ERA) that seeks to end British 
rule in Ulster through a sustained 
campaign of terrorist violence. 

Under Northern Ireland's anti- 
terrorism law, anyone suspected 
of terrorist activities can be 
arrested. 

The four men were detained 
for up to six-and-a-half days while 
the secretary of state for North- 
ern Ireland extended their initial 
detention beyond 48 hours. 

The shortest period of deten- 
tion — four days and six hours for 
William McFadden — “fell out- 
side the strict constraints as to 


time permitted by the notion of 
“promptness,” the court said. 

The court did not define 
promptness except to say the 
human rights convention allows 
“only a limited degree of flexibil- 
ity” to extend the duration of 
detention. 

The court said the men were 
entitled to compensation for hav- 
ing been denied their human 
rights since they were not given a 
speedy hearing. 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights is part of the 21- 
nation Council of Europe, the 
oldest organisation working to- 
ward more European integration. 

It is separate from the 12- 
nation European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC), whose activities 
have eclipsed those of the 
council. 


Picasso work hits a record 


LONDON (R) — Pablo Picasso's 
painting "Acrobat and Young 
Harlequin” sold for £20.9 million 
($37.6 million) at Christie’s auc- 
tion house in London Monday — 
a world record for a 20th century 
work of ait. 

Bidding for the sombre study 
of two circus figures, dating to 
Picasso’s “rose period" in the 
winter of 1904-05, soon passed 
the previous record of £13.7 mil- 
lion ($24.6 million) set by Picas- 
so's “maternity" in New York 
this month. 

Christie’s set a world record for 
a single work of art in March, 
1987, selling Dutch artist Vincent 
van Gogh's “sunflowers” for 
$39.9 million. 

But the record was broken the 
following November when Van 



Pablo Picasso 


Gogh's “irises" went under the 
hammer for $53.9 million at rival 
auction house Sotheby's. 

“Arcobat and Young Harle- 
quin (Acrobate et Jeune Arle- 
quin) had been banned as deca- 


dent and confiscated by the Nazis 
in occupied Europe in 1939. 

The painting, with subtle blue 
and pink tones, was mounted on 
a black felt stand as art dealers 
crowded the saleroom and two 
ante-rooms where the auction 
was relayed on closed-circuit tele- 
vision. 

Bidding rocketed past the ex- 
pected sale price of about £10 
million ($18 million) as a; 
Japanese man in the Hall com- 
peted with a telephone bidder for 
the work. 

In just over three minutes the 
hammer fell on an historic sale. 

The Japanese buyer left the 
auction room without identifying 
himself, but a Christie's spokes- 
man told reporters: “He was very 
excited about it." 


Cool’s audience roasts in ivory Coast 


By Michael Roddy 

Reuter 


ABIDJAN — American rap 
music star L.L.Cool J brought 
the pounding rhythm that 
rocks America's cities to 
steamy Ivory Coast last week 
but had to beat a hasty retreat. 

The 20-year-old New Yor- 
ker, whose records have sold 
millions but who still lives in 
the basement of his grand- 
mother’s house, headed home 
after abruptly ending a concert 
when fights broke out, several 
people fainted and the audi- 
ence invaded the stage. 

“We felt that for the safety 
of L L and for the safety of the 
young girls who were hyper- 
ventilating it was necessary to 
get him to leave the stage," 
Royale Bayyan, a coordinator 
of the concert, told Reuters. 


The one-night appearance in 
Ivory Coast’s principal city was 
the first live rap concert on the 
African continent. 

L L, who was bom in a 
middle-class New York suburb 
and whose real name is James 
Todd Smith, took the matter in 
his stride. 

“It went fine but the crowd 
was real excited and we stop- 
ped it... early," he said. "We 
didn’t want to take it to a 
higher level." 

He said it was "more than 
likely" he would come back to 
Africa, even though the con- 
cert took a beating at the hands 
of this west African country’s 
government-controlled press. 

The evening newspaper 
Ivoir'soir said a massive crowd 
had turned out for a concert 
that ended after 35 minutes. 
The morning newspaper 


Fra te mite Matin said the per- 
formance was fine but poorly 
organised. 

Until the conceit got out of 
control, L L had an audience 
of 2,000 French-speaking Ivo- 
rians dancing in the aisles and 
on their chairs. 

“It’s great even though I 
can't understand a word he's 
saying," Sarah Diop said as she 
danced on her seat to the 
deafening beat. “I like the 
rhythm and the way he says the 
words." 

. L L COol J made his first hit 
single at 16. He says non- 
English-speaking audiences 
love rap even though it is non- 
melodic and heavily dosed with 
American slang. 

"What I do is from the heart 
and even if they’re from a 
different country they under- 
stand what Pm talking about,” 


he said in an interview before 
the concert. 

“They can feel the realness. 
They just get into the music.” 
L L Cool J, whose stage 
name stands for ladies love 
Cool James, said he enjoyed 
Africa and hoped to track 
down his ancestry cm the conti- 
nent. 

I love it here,” he said. 


He spent much of the rest of 
his time at a luxury hotel sign- 
ing autographs and occasional- 
ly guzzling bottles of Coca 
Cola two at a tune. 


“My manager asked me do you 
want to go to Africa and I said; 
‘Yeah, I’d be interested be- 
cause it's where my people 
come from.' I’m black so I 
wanted to come to Africa.” 
During his brief stay in this 
former French colony, L L 
Cool J was named honorary 
chieftain of the nearby beach 
resort pf Grand Bassam. He 
promised to build a health cli- 
nic there and donated about 
$2,000 to the town’s orphans. 


L L Cool J traces rap’s ori- 
gins to black singers of the 
1930s and 40s but thinks the 
roots run deeper. 

“Poetry has been around for 
years and history repeats it- 
self," be said. “This is a form 
of poetry. I don’t know where 
it came from but I know Fm 
definitely into it from my heart 
and I love it.” 

But if it is poetry, it is a form 
that demands more attention 
than most: 

“My radio, believe me, I like 
it loud,” go die words to one of 
L L Cool Fs raps. “I’m the 
man with the box that can rock 
the crowd.” 


S. Africa shows two 


faces to the world 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
White South Africa is showing 
two sharply contrasting faces to 
the world. One of them is con- 
ciliatory, amenable to interna- 
tional pressure, anxious to im- 
prove the country’s image. 

The other says, in effect, go to 
hell. 

On the side of reasonableness, 
the white-led South African gov- 
ernment has over the past week 
announced in quick succession a 
series of decisions with far- 
reaching domestic and foreign 
impact. 

Pretoria gave its blessing to an 
agreement that would end its 
control of Namibia, the “Sharpe- 
vflle six” black prisoners were 
reprieved from the gallows, 
moves to give nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela more freedom 
went ahead and two veteran poli- 
tical prisoners were released out- 
right. 

Approving noises poured in 
from round the world. 

“Nobody can deny that there 
were real reasons to feel a little 
less ashamed of being a South 
African,” the Johannesburg Sun- 
day Star said in an editorial. 

The financial rand. South Afri- 
ca's special currency to attract 
foreign investment;- perked up by 
three per-cept and 'speculation 
■renewed about a much-sought 
visit by British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher in the new 
year. 

Pretoria hopes its moves will 
ease international pressure to im- 
pose more economic sanctions 


against South Africa, an impor- 
tant factor when the economy is 
experiencing a slump. 

Bnt other events, showing up 
South Africa in a harsher fight, 
may undo Pretoria’s efforts to 
shed its pariah status. 

On Nov. 15 a shooting spree in 
central Pretoria in which blacks 
were methodically mown down 
was a stark reminder of the 
strength of racist enmities. 

A white ex-policeman, Barend 
Strydom, was arrested following 
the rampage in which seven 
blacks died and 12 were injured. 

Authorities said he was a self- 
oonfessed member of a neo-fas- 
cist organisation which seeks to 
relegate non-whites to a status 
even more humiliating than they 
have now. 


Methodist clergyman Peter 
Storey told a prayer meeting for 
the victims that the episode could 
not be regarded as isolated and 
was a symptom of a society where 
blacks are often regarded as being 
“one notch above cattle.” 


Last week far right-wingers 
running the town council in the 
•Transvaal town of Boksburg 
turned the clock bade by starting 
to erect “whites-only" signs at 
public facilities. 

Across the blue-collar indust- 
rial heartland near Johannesburg 
there is talk of segregating local 
cinemas, sw imming pools and 
town balls. Emergent black firms 
are faced with measures such as a 
ban of black taxi ranks in town 
centres. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Eurogroup urges vigilance 


WASHINGTON (R) — The chief of Eurogroup, which repre- 
sents the 12 European North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) nations, said Monday the alliance should not fall prey to 
U.S. and Soviet euphoria over Mikhail Gorbachev's giasnost 
policies. “We are all aware that East-West relations as well as 
global strategic and political environment are undergoing fun- 
damental changes,” said Ercau Vuralhan, Turkey’s defence 
minister and the Eurpgroup chief, said at a breakfast meeting. 
While he hailed the U.S.-Soviet agreement on intermediate-range 
nuclear forces (INF), Vuralhan said a strong defence for all 
NATO countries must be maintained. Vuralhan spoke on behalf 
of Eurogroup, which js composed of the defence ministers of the 
European NATO nations. It excludes the North American 
NATO members, Canada and the United States. 


( S. Koreans want gradual U.S. pullout’ 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — A majority of South Koreans 
support the gradual withdrawal of the U.S. forces stationed in 
South Korea under a mutual defence pact, according to a 
government survey released Tuesday. The survey by the Unifica- 
tion Ministry found 59.1 per cent of those questioned support the 
phased removal of the 42,000 U.S. troops in South Korea. The 
survey did not say how long such a withdrawal should take. The 
survey showed 32.4 per cent of those questioned support the 
continued presence of U.S. forces as a deterrent to war on the 
divided Korean peninsula. Another 7.2 per cent favoured 
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops. Ministry officials said the 
survey was conducted in July. 


Space reduces growth hormone 


STATE COLLEGE, Pennsylvania (AP) — A U.S. scientist who 
tested rats flown aboard an unmanned Soviet spacecraft says he 
discovered lower levels of a hormone affecting the rodents' bone 
and muscle mass. Wesley Hymer, director of the NASA-funded 
centre for cell research, said learning why growth hormone levels 
were reduced in the rats could have implications on lengthy space 
missions and osteoporosis research. Astronauts have experienced 
bone and muscle losses during space flight, a possible hindrance 
to lengthy missions such as a manned space station or journey to 
Mars. “One could think about using space as a research 
laboratory for studying osteoporosis,” said Hymer, a 53-year-old 
biochemistry professor at Penn State University who has worked 
with NASA since 1978. 


London raises ozone concerns 


LONDON (R) — Britain Monday urged rapid global action to 
find substitutes for widely used chemicals which are damaging the 
Earth’s protective ozone layer and transforming the world 
climate. Junior Environment Minister- Virginia Bottomley, 
addressing a one-day international conference on the ozone 
threat, said industrialised and developing countries had to find 
alternatives to cbloroflnorocarbons (CFCs). CFOs are widely 
used in refrigerators, aerosols and plastic packaging. Scientists say 
they break up the ozone layer which stops the son’s harmful rays 
reaching Earth and contribute to the “greenhouse effect” — 
global wanning caused when gases cannot escape the Earth’s 
atmosphere. Bottomley said worldwide CFC emissions had to be 
cut by 85 per cent by the end of the centuty and said Britain would 
lobby other countries to catch up with scientific work in the area. 



Woman found In 
container 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — An 
American woman, Sylvia 
Giimes-Harper, who spent three 
weeks , in a_ container on a ship 
sailing to South Africa, win be 
repatriated, an official said Tues- 
day. Mystery surrounds the 43- 
year-old woman who was found 
in a sealed container at the Indian 
Ocean port of Durban last week 
after a three-week voyage on a 
ship which arrived from the Brit- 
ish port of Felixstowe. “Go and 
ask the FBI," is all she will say, 
according to local officials. A 
U.S. consular official in Durban 
has met Grimes-Harper but has 
refused to release any informa- 
tion about her. She was disco- 
vered in a container after a_ work- 
er heard tapping from the inside. 
The stowaway was well, having 
survived on a diet of baby food 
and bottled water. 


Bastille descendants 
sought 


Stars raise money 
for charity 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — . Frank 
Sinatra. Liza Minnelli and Sam- 
my Davis Junior raised $1 million 
in a charity appearance during 
their U.S. tour. The money wjjj 
go to the Barbara Sinatra Chil- 
dren’s Centre, which is in Randio 
Mirage and cares for sexually mid 
physically abused children, said 
Susan Reynolds, a tour spokes- 
woman. The sold-out charity 
show was at the forum, home of 
the Los Angeles Kings hockey 
team and the Los Angeles Lakers 
NBA basketball champions. 
“Last time I was in this building I 
was trying out for the Lakers," 
joked Davis, who also delighted 
the audience with a spoof of 
Michael Jackson's “bad.” After 
the show the three performers had 
dinner with 400 guests who paid 
$2,500 each to charity for the 
concert and banquet. Among 
those in attendance were Tom 
Selleck, Chevy Chase, Milton 
Berle, Gregory Peck and George 
Hamilton. 


Quacker gets 
top title 


STUTTGART, Arkansas (AP) 
— Johnny Mahfouz, . who has 
been quacking competitively for 
14 years, has captured the top 
title for duck imitators — the 
world’s duck calling cham- 
pionship. Mahfouz has been in 
duck-calling contests since 1974. 
Last year, he finished fourth In. 
the world championship. The 
contest began with 45 duck-cal- 
lers, and 26 returned for a second 
round. The field was t rimm ed to 
six finalists, whose mating, feed- 
ing, comeback and hail calls were 
ranked by five judges. 


Liddy helps 
advertising agency 


SANTA CLARA, California 
(AP) — The mastermind of the 
Watergate burglary, G. Gordon 
Liddy, is helping an advertising 
agency break into the competitive 
San Francisco market. Winkler 
McManus signed Liddy to help 
publicise its relocation from San- 
ta Clara to San Francisco after a 
staff member came up with the 
break-in concept. “We couldn't 
get Richard Nixon, so we figured 
he’d do,” said Bob McManus, 
senior vice president of the com- 
pany. “We ran the.idea by him — 1 
we didn’t . want him to be 
offended. He thought it was terri- 
fic. Liddy, who has <a pit«ik«l 
on his role in the infamous bux^ 
lafy by becoming a regular on the 
national lecture circuit, is ex- 
pected to sign autographs, make 
speeches and meet with ad ex ecu— 
fives and the public next week 
when the agency officially cele- 
brates its move. Liddy was gener- 
al counsel to NixonVreelection 
campaign and served 52 months 
in federal prison for the 1972 
break-in at- Democratic Party 
.headquarters in • Washington. 
D.C. 
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PARIS (R) —Wanted: Descen- 
dants of the 900 Parisians who 
started the French revolution. 
Pride of place in celebrations to 
mark the 200th anniversary of the 
revolution will be given to those 
descended from the citizens who 
stormed the Bastille prison July- 
14, 1789. “Wanted” placards 
have been posted around .the 
Paris underground system by city 
authorities calling on descendants 
of the “mob" to come forward. 
French authorities are preparing 
large-scale festivities to mack the - 
revolution which overthrew the 
French monarchy. They plan u> 
form a human chain of ancestors 
next June 25 from the site of the 
former Bastille to the Place de la 
Concorde, where aristocratic vic- 
tims of the mob fell victim to the 
guillotine. 
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